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Arafat’s plane makes 
an emergency landing 

CAIRO (AP) — The plane carrying Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat made an emergency landing Wednesday 
after its pilot discovered a problem in one of the engines 
The Palestinian leader’s plane had taken off from A1 Arish 
airprat m Egypt's Sinai Peninsula on its way t0 Gabon 
when the pilot discovered a problem in the left en<+ie He 
asked for passion to land at Cairo imemationaf airport, 
airport officials said. The plane was not damaged and no 
one was hurt, said the officials, who spoke on customary 
condition of anonymity. Palestinian leader Arafat often 
uses the airport at AI Arish across the border from the 
Palestinian-run Gaza Strip. Mr. Arafat’s Lear Jet, which 
carries a Moroccan flag, made the landing at 1 p.m. local 
time, they said. Another plane was expected to take Presi- 
dent Arafat and his delegation to Gabon, the officials said. 
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Two Palestinians hospitalised 
after beating 

HEBRON (AFP) — Two Palestinians were hospi- 
talised after being severely beaten by Israeli police as 
they crossed a checkpoint between Israel and the West 
Bank, Palestinian Preventive Security (PPS) sources 
said Wednesday. The two men, Ahmad Zurayeb, 22, 
and lyad Abu Reaya, 20, were crossing into the West 
Bank at a checkpoint near Hebron from their jobs 
inside Israel Tuesday night when bonier guards dis- 
covered they did not have permits to enter Israel. The 
border guards beat the two youths, who then had to be 
taken to hospital in Hebron with severe bruises, a PPS 
official said, adding that he had lodged a formal com- 
plaint to Israeli authorities. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 



OFFICIAL POLL RESULTS ANNOUNCED 


Minister of Interior Nathir Rashid (left) announcing Wednesday the 
official results of Tuesday's general elections noting that the voting 
process was conducted smoothly and that voters exercised their con- 
stitutional right in a free and fair atmosphere. The Jordan Times 
Wednesday published the results of the elections in the various dis- 
tricts but there was a mix up in the names of the winners in the Baiqa 
district The official results as announced by the minister of interior 
Wednesday were as follows: Mohammad Rifa'at, Ghaleb Zubi, Mah- 
moud Kharabsheh, Abdul Razzaq Ensour, Sal am eh Hiyaxi and 
Hashem Abdullah Wakked. The two Christian seats were won by 
Samir Kawar and Fawzi Tu'eimeh. The minister was introduced by 
Mazen Armouti (right), the official spokesman for the elections 
(photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


King congratulates new 
members of Parliament 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein on Wednesday sent a cable to newly- 
elected members of the 13th Parliament con- 
gratulating them on their success in the gen- 
eral elections. King Hussein called them to 
do their best to serve their country and their 
people's interests. 






Brotherhood: ‘Weak Parliament 
will foster opposition role 
outside Lower House 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood said on 
Wednesday that the out- 
come of parliamentary 
elections that yielded a cen- 
trist majority to the Lower 
House, will foster a power- 
ful role for the opposition 
outside the Lower House as 
a result of the emenjence 
of “a weak Parliament." 

In a telephone interview 
with the Jordan Tunes, 
Jamil Abu Baker, leader of 
the movement, insisted 
that the seven Islamists 
who won this year's elec- 
tions that were boycotted 
by nine opposition parties 
and prominent personalities 
are ru nnin g as indepen- 
dents. 

“Most of the Islamists 
who won the elections are 
not affiliated with political 
groups nor do they repre- 
sent the views of the Broth- 
erhood or the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) party,” 


he said. "Although the gov- 
ernment was keen on bring- 
ing to Parliament all politi- 
cal shades, victorious oppo- 
sition deputies are not rep- 
resentatives of “institution- 
alised opposition.” 

Mr. Abu Baker pointed 
out that incumbent Deputy 
Abdul Majid Aqtash, for 
example, was officially 
described as an Islamist 
deputy while “he has voted 
in favour of the Jordan! an- 
Israeli peace treaty” that is 
highly opposed and criti- 
cised by the movement. 

“These deputies could 
never represent the Islamist 
stream nor opposition in 
Jordan. The government 
had made a big mistake ” 
he said. 

Seven Islamist deputies 
won Tuesday's elections, 
two were former members 
of the Muslim Brother- 
hood. They are Abdullah 
Akaileh (from Tafileh) and 
Mohammad Azaideh (from 
Madaba). 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan’s new House to focus 
on domestic woes, not Israel 


AMMAN (AFP.) — Pro- 
go vemment independents 
who retained a strong grip 
on Parliament in legislative 
elections are expected to 
focus on fixing domestic 
ills rather than floundering 
ties with Israel. 

"This new chamber, 
formed mostly of moder- 
ates, will focus its activities 
on internal Jordanian 
issues, particularly because 
of general frustration over 
the" Arab- Israeli peace 
process,” a senior official 
said Wednesday. 

The crisis in Jordanian- 
Israeli relations took a back 
seat in the election cam- 
paign largely because of a 
boycott by the powerful 
anti-Iraeli Islamist opposi- 
tion and voter concern 
about jobs and poverty. 

Centrist independents 
took 62 of the 80 seats in 
the House of Representa- 
tives, while Islamists, 


mainly those who defied 
the boycott, took eight and 
the rest were shared by left- 
wing and Nationalist oppo- 
sition candidates or right- 
wingers. 

The sole woman in the 
outgoing assembly lost her 
seat and none of the other 
16 female candidates was 
successful. 

King Hussein said on 
Tuesday he expected "lots 
of hard work” for the new 
Parliament, which will take 
Jordan into the 21st centu- 
ry. 

“(There are] many issues 
that need to be addressed 
on the social level, on the 
economic level and human 
level, many problems that 
people have kept a blind 
eye to over a long period of 
time and need to be 
addressed.” 


(Continued on page 7] 


Palestinians say no progress from 
negotiations with Israel in U.S. 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) officials said 
Wednesday that there had 
been no progress in negotia- 
tions with Israel (his week in 
Washington and they blamed 
the U.S. for letting Israel 
avoid its obligation to carry 
out further troop withdrawals 
from the West Bank. 

‘There has been no 
progress on any of the issues 
under discussion in Washing- 
ton” since the negotiations 
began on Monday, said Nabil 
Abu Rudeineh, a close advi- 
sor to Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat 

“Israel has not committed 
to abide by its agreements, 
nor to implement the troop 
withdrawals and there is no 
American pressure on Israel 

to do what it has promised.” 
Mr. Abu Rudeineh told 
Agence France Presse. 

The two sides were due to 

hold a third day of negotia- 
tions in a Washington suburb 
on Wednesday after two days 


of bickering over the agenda 
for the meetings. 

The PNA want the negotia- 
tions to focus on the agenda 
agreed upon a month ago: 
their demands that Israel go 
ahead with long-delayed 
troop withdrawals in the 

West Bank and freeze Jewish 
settlement construction to 
allow the stan of accelerated 
negotiations on a final peace 
agreement- 

But the U.S. and Israel, 
faced with the wide differ- 
ences between the two sides 
on those issues, want the 
meeting to work out agree- 
ments over technical issues, 
particularly the opening of 
Palestinian air and sea ports 
and a joint industrial park on 
the lsrael-Gaza border. 

Responding to U.S. pres- 
sure, the PNA agreed to 
expand their negotiating 
team Wednesday to include 
experts handling technical 
issues concerning security 
and the airport. 

Bui Mr. Abu Rudeineh 


said the Palestinian side 
would continue to insist that 
the top priority of the talks be 
getting Israel to carry out the 
further troop withdrawals 
and to halt the expansion of 
Jewish enclaves in occupied 
territories. 

“Israel must commit itself 
to implementing the troop 
redeployments and to halting 
settlement construction firsL 
Then the other subjects can 
be discussed,” he said. 

Both Israeli and Palestinian 
officials say that negotiations 
held in Israel during October 
made some progress towards 
opening the airport in the 
Gaza Strip, but the talks have 
stumbled over the level of an 
Israeli security presence at 
ihe facility. 

The Israeli daily Haaretz 
said Wednesday that the 

Palestinian leader had vetoed 
a proposal that Israeli offi- 
cials have a separate terminal 
at the airport in which to con- 
duct security checks. Presi- 
dent Arafat insists Israeli 


security work discreetly from 
behind closed doors at the 
main terminal. 

The Palestinians also want 
to be allowed to go ahead 
with infrastructure work on 
the Gaza seaport while pur- 
suing negotiations on securi- 
ty arrangements at the facili- 
ty, a demand rejected by 
Israel, the paper said. 

The Jerusalem Post news- 
paper reported that minor 
progress on the port issue 
had been made in Washing- 
ton, but it gave no details or 
source for the optimistic 
assessmenL 

The opening of the ports 
and industrial park were 
among a number of outstand- 
ing Israeli commitments 
under 1995 interim peace 
agreements. 

Israel fears the airport and 
seaport could be used to 
smuggle weapons for unau- 
thorised persons imo the 

autonomous Palestinian 

areas. 


U.N. envoys seek to defuse 
crisis with Iraqi president 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — UN. 
troubleshooters delivered a 
message for President Sad- 
dam Hussein here Wednes- 
day aimed ar persuading him 
to lift a ban on U.S. arms 
inspectors, who were barred 
from weapons sites for a third 
straight day. 

Lakhdar Ibraliimi of Alge- 
ria, head of a team of three 
UN. diplomats, said a first 
meeting with Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz was held 
in "a very good atmosphere” 
and that another round of 
talks would be held later the 
same day. 

He delivered a message for 
the Iraqi president from U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan. 

Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Said Al Sahhaf. Oil 
Minister Amr Mo hammad 
Rashid and Iraq's UN. 
ambassador, Nizar Ham- 
doon, also took part in the 
talks, along with the U.N. 
coordinator of die “oil-for- 
food” programme, Denis 
Halliday. 

Mr. Ibrahimi, die UN. spe- 
cial envoy to Afghanistan, 
Sweden’s Jan Hiasson, a for- 
mer assistant secretary gener- 
al, and Emilio Cardenas of 
Argentina, flew in the same 
day on a UN. plane from 
Kuwait. 

Although concessions from 
both sides have lowered ten- 
sions, the diplomats stressed 
their mandate was not to 


negotiate while the aim on 
the Iraqi side was to seek a 
time limit for a lifting of eco- 
nomic sanctions. 

It was unclear if the U.N. 
diplomats would meet Presi- 
dent Saddam, who sparked 
die current crisis with his 
decision on October 29 to 
halt cooperation with U.S. 
inspectors in the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) for 
disarming Iraq. 

In a repeat performance of 
the previous two days, Iraqi 
authorities on Wednesday 
barred the U.S. inspectors 
from weapons sites. 

The United Nations has 
described the talks in Bagh- 
dad as “both delicate and dif- 
ficult” but welcomed Iraq’s 
move to ease tension by post- 
poning a threat to expel the 
seven U.S. inspectors in 
Baghdad by 2200 GMT on 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Annan said Iraq's deci- 
sion was "a positive begin- 
ning of the talks.” 

In a reciprocal move aimed 
at putting die focus on diplo- 
macy, UNSCOM chief 
Richard Butler on Tuesday 
called off spy flights over Iraq 
until next week, at the request 
of the secretary general. 

The decision to suspend U- 
2 reconnaissance flights, car- 
ried out for UNSCOM by the 
U. Si, 'came after a warning 
from Iraq that it could shoot 
down tire plane. 

But Mr. Butler ordered 


inspections to go ahead, lead- 
ing to the latest incident, and 
he said the trio of diplomats 
would inform Iraq that 
“UNSCOM ’s operations 
must be fully and uncondi- 
tionally reinstated.” 

U.N. inspectors called off 
visits to Iraqi weapons sites 
on Wednesday after U.S. 
experts were again barred 
access. 

Alan Dacey, special assis- 
tant to the head of the UN. 
monitoring centre in Bagh- 
dad, said U.S. members of 
three teams — in biological 
and chemical weapons and 
missiles — were turned back 
at separate sites. 

Not a single inspection has 
taken place in the last week, 
since President Hussein 
imposed the ban on U.S. 

■ experts on the grounds that 
Washington was using 
UNSCOM as a tool to keep 
sanctions in place indefinite- 
ly- 

The official Iraqi news 
agency INA said the threat to 
throw oui the U.S. inspectors 
was being extended until 
“after the UN. Security 
Council examines the 
results" of the Iraq-UN. 
talks. 

INA also announced that 
Me Aziz would travel to New 
York, while Mr. Annan said 
the Iraqi official wanted to be 
present when the 15-member 
Security Council discusses a 
report from the envoys on 


Monday. 

Iraq, blaming the U.S. for 
prolonging the seven-year 
economic embargo in force 
since the 1990 Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait, is demanding a 
“short and reasonable” time- 
frame for the sanctions to be 
lifted. 

Under UN. resolutions, the 
UN. oil embargo cannot be 
lifted until UNSCOM certi- 
fies that Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction have been 
eliminated. 

Mr. Arman appealed to “all 
concerned” to “restrain them- 
selves and give this process a 
chance” during the mission 
of the envoys, expected to 
stay in the Iraqi capital until 
fiiday. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
whose country has not ruled 
out a military strike if Iraq 
refuses to back down, echoed 
the call. T believe at tins 
moment we should do every- 
thing we can to resolve this 
diplomatically.” he said. 

Unlike the previous six 
days, there were no anti-U.S. 
demonstrations called on 
Wednesday in the Iraqi capi- 
tal. 

An official newspaper, 
meanwhile, said Baghdad’s 
grievances were against die 
U.S. and not the UN. “Our 
enemy is not the UN„ it is 
the U.S." said the ruling 
Baath Party’s daily Al 
Thawra. 















The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan invites international 
telecommunications operators to participate in a tender to 
make a strategic investment in the Jordan 
Telecommunications Company ("JTC"). JTC is the operator of 
Jordan's public telecommunications network and will have 
exclusive authorisation until 31 December, 2002 to operate 
international, domestic long distance and local basic Voice 
telecommunication services in Jordan. JTC will also be 
authorised to operate a cellular network in Jordan from 
November 1998. At 40% shareholding in JTC will be offered 
through the tender. 

The tender is open to telecommunications operators who had 
either telecom services revenues in 1996 of at least US$ 3.5 
billion equivalent, or at least 3.5 million access lines in 
service at December 31, 1996. An Information Memorandum 
will be made available to potential strategic investors who 
have signed the confidentiality agreement. 

All enquiries should be referred to the Financial Advisors: 


Export and Finance Bank 
Investment Banking Group 
Issam Al Ajloni St. 

Shmeisani 
Amman - Jordan 
Tel: +(962-6) 694-250 
Fax:+(962-6) 692-062 


Merrill Lynch International 
Global Communications Group 
Ropemaker Place 
25 Ropemaker Street 
London EC2Y9LY 
Tel: +(44) 171-867-4877 
Fax:+(44) 171-573-0634 
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AQABA 


CENTRAL 

BEDOUINS 


Hashem Wakld - Muslim 
scat. Independent. 


Ziad Staweikh - Muslim 
se at. Former deputy in the 
11th Parliament. 

ZARQA 


Bassam Haddadin - Chris- 
tian seaL Bom in Ma’an. 
Completed secondary edu- 
cation in Zarqa. A leader of 
the Jordanian Students’ 
Movement while studying 
abroad (1970-1976). For- 
mer deputy in 11th and 12th 
Parliaments. Jordanian 
Unionist Democratic Party 
(JUDP). Leftist 


Mohammad Abu Alim - 
Muslim seat. Former 
deputy in the 11 th and 12th 
Parliaments. Former minis- 
ter of state under the gov- 
ernment of Sherif Zeid Ben 
Shaker. Independent 
Islamist 

TAFILEH 



Saleh Jbour - Muslim 


Abdullah Jazi - Muslim 
seaL Former minister of 
state in the govermem of 
Sherif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
former minister of post and 
telecommunications. 

Bakhit Manay’a - Muslim 
seat Independent Islamist. 


Ghazi Fayez - Muslim AJLOUN 


Ghazi Obeidat 


KOURA& 

NORTHERN 

JORDAN 

VALLEY 


Ghaleb Zou'bi - Muslim 
seat. Retired police general 
and lawyer. 


Salameh Hiyari - Muslim 
scat. 



Nu’man Ghweiri - Mus- 
lim seat. Bani Hass an. 


* ' : 
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Mohammad Khalaileh - 
Muslim seat Bani Hassan. 



Mikhlef Zawahereh - 
Muslim seat Bani Hassan. 


Adnan Mira! - Muslim 
seaL Bom in Aqraba, 
Nablus, 1 944. Obtained 
BA in Arabic literature 
from the Arab University in 
BeiruL Worked for petrol 
firms. A1 Sukhneh Munici- 
pal council member. Inde- 
pendent centrist. 


Mansour Murad - Cir- 
cassian seat Bom in 
Amman, 1950. Studied in 
Baghdad University, 
majored in Law and Politi- 
cal Science. Enrolled in 
Palestinian Resistance in 
1967 and an active force in 
the Palestinian struggle and 
the Jordanian national 
movement Leftist 

MAFRAQ 


Abdul Karim Dughmi - 
Muslim seat Bom in 
Mafraq, 1955. Obtained 
BA in law at the .American 
University of Beirut For- 
mer minister of state, 
labour, municipal affairs 
and justice. Former deputy 
in 11th and 12th Parlia- 
ments. Former president of 
the Lower House Judiciary 
Committee. Centrist 


Nawwaf Khawaideh - 
Muslim seat Former 
deputy in the 11th Parlia- 
ment Independent 


Mohammd Oran - Mus- 
lim seaL Bom in Tafileh. 
1941. BSc in medicine 
from St George's Hospital 
in London. Served in the 
Jordan Armed Forces for 
three years. Former council 
member of the Greater 
Amman Municpality. 
Member of the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians in the 
U.K. Physician at the Jor- 
dan Phosphate Mines 
Company. Secretary gener- 
al of the Arab Land Party, a 
leftist-centrist movement 


Abdullah Akaileh - Mus- 
lim seat Bom in Tafileh. 
Obtained a BA in manage- 
ment from the University 
of Jordan in 1975. MA and 
PhD from the Univeristy of 
Southern California in 
1978 and 1982, respective- 
ly. Former Islamic Action 
Front deputy in the 11th 
and 12 th Parliaments. Inde- 
pendent Islamist 


NORTHERN 

BEDOUINS 


Mohammad Momani - 
Muslim seaL 


- -v 
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Sa'd Hayel Srour - Mus- 
lim seat Bom in 1947. 
Obtained BA in civil engi- 
neering from Riyadh Uni- 
versity in 1970. Worked for 
the Amman Municipality 
and in several Saudi com- 
panies until 1981. A mem- 
ber of the National Consul- 
tative Council. Former 
minister of water and irri- 
gation in the government of 
Mudar Badran. former 
minister of public works 
and housing in the govern- 
ments of Taher A1 Masri 
aad Sherif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er (1991). Former Lower 
House speaker of the 
the 12th Parliament Inde- 
pendent centrist 


Sudki Sheba tat - Muslim 
seat 


DeifaUah Kueibir - Mus- 
lim seat 


SOUTHERN 

BEDOUINS 


Ahma d Anna h - Muslim 
seat Bom in Ajloun, 1939. 
Holds degrees in medicine 
from Turkey and 
Yugoslavia. A doctor in the 
Ministry of Health since 
19S6. former director of 
health in Deir Alla. Ajloun. 
SalL Ramtha. and South 
Ghor. Former deputy in the 
11th Parliament Centrist 


Ridha Haddad - Christian 
seat. Centrist 

RAMTHA AND 
BANI KINANA 


Fawaz Zou’bi - Former 
deputy in the 12th Parlia- 
ment 


Mijhem Suqour - Muslim 
seat 

Yousef Shreideh - Muslim 
seaL 

BALQA 


Mohammad Raafat * - 
Muslim seat Muslim cleric 
from Baqa’a Refugee' 
Camp. Independent 
Islamist ' — * 


Mahmoud Kharabsbeb - 
Bom in Salt in 1950. 
Obtained a BA in public 
administration from the 
University of Jordan in 
1973. a BA in political sci- 
ence in 1979. and a BA in 
law from the University of 
Jordan in 1993. He worked 
as an intelligence officer 
for 12 years . including 
intelligence department 
director, in Zarqa. Jerash, 
Ajloun. and Ruweished. 


Abdul Razzaq Eusour - 
Muslim seaL Former 
mayor of Salt and former 
minister of public works in 
the govermem of Sherif 
Zeid Ben Shaker. Centrist 


Samir Kawar - Christian 
seaL Bom in Salt, 1934. 
Obtained MSc in agricul- 
tural machinery engineer- 
ing from Kansas State Uni- 
versity in 1961 and a BSc 
in agricultural engineering 
at the University of Ari- 
zona in 1959. Former min- 
ister of water and irrigation 
and transport. Former 
deputy in the 1 1th and 12th 
Parliaments. Centrist. 


Favrzi Tueimeh - Christian 
seat Bom in Fuheis, 1945. 
Holds BA in arts from Uni- 
versity of Jordan and MA 
and Ph.D. in psychology 
from a U.S. university. For- 
mer deputy in the 11 th and 
12th Parliaments. Centrist. 



JAPANESE AID: Civil Defence Director General Lieutenant General Tbeeb Ma’ani 
(centre), Msomi Veshi from the JICA, Japan International Cooperation Agency, (left) 
and Salem Ghawi from the Ministry of Planning (right) sign minutes of talks held 
between CDD and JICA to study dvfl defence needs for assistance from Japan 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TH. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
14:10. —New Kids on the Block 

1430 My Littie Fairy Tale 

15:00 America’s Funniest People 
15:30 — He Shoots, He Scores 

1&00 National Geographic 

1630The Boy From Andromeda 

17:00 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:15 French Progammes 

19J0 ..... News Headlines 

1935 .Trivial Pursiut 

20:00 Parenthood 

2030 Lois and Clark — Super- 
man 

21:10 — Oprah Winfrey Show 
22:00 — ...__News in English 
22 30 Feature FHm: M Implicated” 
23:59 -Music Show 


PRAYER TIMES 

0433 Fajr 

05:52. (Sunrise) Duha 

11:19 Dhuhr 

14:20. ’Asr 

16:47 Maghreb 

18.-06 Tsha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swafieh, TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
632785. 

St Joseph Church TeL 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 

TeL 637440. 

De la Safle Church TeL 661757. 





Terra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman Interna tional ChUTCb 

TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL SI 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 
614190. 

WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather condi- 
tions will prevail with temper- 
atures rising slightly, sides 
partly cloudy, and winds 
northeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, skies will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm, to 
active. 


Amman 11/18 

Aqaba 15/27 

Deserts 09/21 

Jordan Valley 16/26 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 27 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 47 per 
cent. Aqaba 32 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

DcMdalAs’ad — 751672 

Dr. Khaldotm KJorib 816715 

Dr Yousef Nasee 751144 

Dr. Issam Asmar 890504 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy . — 778336 
A1 Asema pharmacy — 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy — 623672 
A1 Salam pharmacy — 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shrodsani pharmacy —637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr MazenAbuBakir — 276852 

AI Quds pharmacy (— 0 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Sbahin — 995170 
Khahf eh pharmacy — 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre — 637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 

661 III 

CM Defence Immediate Rescue 

I 630341 

Crvfl Defence Emergency ... 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police _896390 

Public Security Department 

4330321 

Hotel Complaints ..605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints . 897467 

Amman Municipality Con- 

plaints 78711 1 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaE Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Tdevision ...... — 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .77411 1 

Water Authority - —680100 

Jordan Electricity .Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

...-.63638 1 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen AEa IntL Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khatidi Maternity. -.644281/6 
AJdJeh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman — 636140 
Palestine, Shmtisani 607071 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital . — 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaE 666126/37 

AJ-AhK, AbdaH 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mohajreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir, 775 1 1 L/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery -865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Dm Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AI Hikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

{.02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 



CALENDAR 


11:15 Abu Dhabi, AI ‘Ain (RJ) 
12:00 ...-Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 


(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at (be Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 .Sanaa (RJ) 

08:25 Bombay (RJ) 

09:15 — Dhahran, Riyadh (RT) 

09-.30 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

l(k05 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:15 — Colombo. Dubai (RJ) 
14:45 _ New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

1625 London (RJ) 


17:20 Moscow (RJ) 

18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:05 .Athens (RJ) 

18:55 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 

2(k00 -Abu Dhabi, AI 'Ain (RJ) 
22:50 Athens (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:15 Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 .Shariqah { AH) 

15:00 Doha (QR) 

15:20 — Muscat Doha (GF) 

16:00 Dubai (EK) 

16:30 Rome(AZ) 

20:00 Tel Aviv (MS) 

20rf0 Cairo (MS.) 

23:10 -Istanbul (TIC) 

23 JO — -London. BeiruuBA) 
2335 Larnnca(CY) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 

07:45 Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman (Matka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18J0 Amman (QAlA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 -..Beirut (RJ) 

07:25 Moscow (RJ) 

11:00 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 


12:05 


12:10 _ 




1935 


20: ID CVim (RJ) 

20*30 . 


23:00 

Jakarta (RJ) 


23:00 Abu 
Lumpur (RJ) 


Dhabi Kuala 


Other Flights 

0035 Amsterdam (Kfc|j 

03:00 Athens (QA| 

06:40 Beirut London 

08:00 Beind(M|| 

11:20 -London ($||| 

14:45 Riyadh 

15:00 -...Algiers 

15:55 Doha (<3> - 

16120 —Abu Dhabi, Doha (GH 
17:00 ...-Muscat Dubai (EK) 

17 JO ihxne(AZ) 

21 JO Td Aviv (120 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) .. 
06*45 Amman (Mario Airport) 0^ 

08:15 Aqaba (KW> 

09i 30 ....Amman (QAIA) 

16:45 Amman (Marka Airport 

(RW) J 

1735 Tel Aviv (KW 

2030 Amman (QAIA) 

21:50 Aqaba (RW. 
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1997 Parliamentary Elections Profiles 


AMMAN 3rd AMMAN 4th 




AMMAN 1st 
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Hashed Barayseh - Mus- 
lim seat Bom in Amman, 
1951- Degree in law from 
the University of Jordan. 
Currently practising law. 
Founder of A1 Hashmi AJ 
Sham all Gub. 


■j m.- 


u, 

w 


'L!\ 


•nncruj 
^ -4H1 LTTIZats- 
;^’ ,n F W 

■■ J bh 

. -n:n-r 


i nr.-M 1 

■■■•v* h 


:l» ( 




1 Jtt/j 1 uviiiu-h 


'o?rr~: 
f nf n*' 

.ifi.i •!. 

Shirm 

mrw 


Khalil Atiyeh - Muslim seat 
Bom in Amman in 1958. 
Obtained a BSc in Civil 
Engineering from Em 
Champs, Cairo, in 1981. Cur- 
rendy vice president of a pri- 
vate Enterprise and member 
of Amman’s District Council. 
Head of die Local Commit- 
tee for the Abdali Area and 
Head of Legal Committee in 
the District Centrist 
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H ama da Faraaneh - Mus- 
lim seat Columnist at A1 
Dnstour. 

AMMAN 2nd 


Abdul Majid Aqtash - 
Muslim seat Former Mad- 
aba deputy in the 12th Par- 
liament 
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Mohammad A1 Kouz - 
Muslim seat Bom in 1950. 
Obtained a BA in literature 
and a higher diploma in 
management and education 
planning. Twenty years of 
experience in teaching, a 
member of the board in AJ 
Wihdat Club. 
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Mohammad Thweib - 
Muslim seat Bom in Beth- 
lehem, 1941. Obtained BA 
in Arabic Literature from 
Beirut University. Former 
Minister of state for Pales- 
tinian affairs, education 
and parliamentary affairs. 
Former deputy in the 1 2th 
Parliament. Former mem- 
ber of A1 Watan Party, a 
centrist movement 

Worked in education for 24 
years. Centrist. 




Nayef Mowla - Circassian 
scat. Graduated from rhe 
University of Jordan in 
1967 in BA psychology. 
Completed an MA in pub- 
lic administration from 
University of Southern 
California in 1974. From 
1968-71 worked at Jordan 
Television. Former secre- 
tary general at the Ministry 
of Information, former 
ambassador to Singapore, 
Brazil. Indonesia, and 
Brunei. Former director of 
the Press and Publications 
Department at the Ministry 
of Information, former 
undersecretary of the Min- 
istry of information. For- 
mer director of Information 
at the Jordanian embassy 
Washington, D.C. Former 
advisor to the minister of 
information. Centrist 


Birjes Hadid - Muslim 
seat. Bom in Juwideh in 
1936. Joined Royal Air 
Force in 1957. Attended 
aviation school in Egypt. 
Appointed as a member in 
Amman’s Greater Munici- 
pality in 1985. 
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Munir Sobar - Circassian 
sear. Bom in Wadi Seer in 
1949. Obtained BSc in 
Civil Engineering from 
Ankara University. Worked 
as assistant director of pub- 
lic works and as a construc- 
tion engineer in the Direc- 
torate of Public Works. 
Former minister of supply 
in the government of Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. Former 
deputy in the 1 2th Parlia- 
ment. 

MADABA 


Mohammad 

Muslim seat. 


Raji Haddad - Christian 
Bataineh - seat. 

KARAK 


Riyadh Sarairah - Mus- 
lim seat. Worked in the 
Department of Labour in 
Karak. Retired. Indepen- 
dent centrist. 




Hamad Abu Zeid - Mus- 
lim seat. 

AMMAN 5th 




Nazih Amroarin - Christ- 
ian seat A doctor in the 
Jordanian Armed Forces 
until 1989. Former deputy 
in the 12th Parliament. 

MA’AN 


Ali Abu Rbeiha - Muslim 
seat. Engineer. Bani Hami- 
da. 


Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh - 
Muslim seat. Bom in Sarih, 
1939. Holds BSc in phar- 
macy from the American 
University of Beirut. 
Served in several posts at 
the Ministry of Informa- 
tion. Former mayor of 
Amman. Former minister 
of communications, health 
and higher education. For- 
mer deputy in the 1 1th and 
1 2th Parliaments. Centrist 


Khaled Tarawneh - Mus- 
lim seat Former senator 
and former director of Civil 
Defence Department 
Retired. Independent cen- 
trist 


Ali Abul Ragfaeb -Muslim, 
seat. Bora in Amman, 
1946. Obtained a BSc in 
civil engineering from the 
U.S. in 1967. Served in 
posts at the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and in the Amman 
Municpality. Former presi- 
dent of tire Contractors 
Association. Former minis- 
ter of trade and industry 
and supply. Centrist. 




Mohammad A. Hdeib - 

Muslim seat Bom in 
Amman, 1960. Obtained a 
BA, specialised general 
medicine from Romania, 
and currently has a family 
practice. Amman Munici- 
pality council member, 
munipality director of the 
Tla’ A1 Ali, Khalda and Um 
A1 Semmaq areas. Inde- 
pendent centrist. 


Nasbaat Hamarneh - 
Christian seat Former Iraqi 
Ba'athist. A graduate of 
Damascus University Med- 
ical School. Head of the 
Public Health Centre in 
Madaba. Leftist 

JERASH 


Majed Ababneh - Muslim 
seat. 


Aiqjad Majali - Muslim 
seat Bom in Karak, 1946. 
Former assistant chief of 
protocol, special advisor to 
King Hussein. Served at 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. Former ambas- 
sador to Bahrain, Cyprus, 
and Greece. Retired. Inde- 
pendent centrist. 


Abdul Hadi Majali - Mus- 
lim seat Bom in Karak in 
1934. Obtained BSc in 
Civil Engineering from 
Baghdad University. Com- 
pleted advanced courses in 
engineering at the Royal 
College of Defence Stud- 
ies. Former minister of 
public works and former 
12th Parliament deputy. 
Former director general of 
Public Security Deprat- 
ment Former ambassador 
to U.S., 1981. Former chief 
of staff for operations in 
Armed Forces. Secretary 
general of the newly- 
formed National Constitu- 
tional Party (NCP). a cen- 
trist movement. 



Ahmad Abu Agala Khat- 
tab - Muslim seat. Former 
director of the Ma’an Agri- 
culture Department. 

Retired. 






Ayed Adhayleh - Muslim 
seat. Presently an agricul- 
tural engineer. Worked in 
Jordan Radio and Televi- 
sion Corporation. Retired. 
Independent centrist 


Mansour Ben Tarif - Mus- 
lim seat Bom in Madaba. 
1939. Obtained BSc in 
agriculture in 1961 and an 
MA in economics in 1963 
from the American Univer- 
sity of Beirut Served at the 
Agricultural Credit Corpo- 
ration from 63-66, then as 
deputy director of the cor- 
poration until 1982. For- 
mer minister of post and 
communications and for- 
mer deputy in the 12th Par- 
liament. Centrist 


Walid Awajan - Muslim 
seaL PhD in Islamic Law 
(Sharia’) from London. 
Former professor of Sharia 
at Muta University. Served 
as imam in the Jordan 
Armed Forces and retired 
with the rank of colonel. 

Nayef Abu Hilaileh - Mus- 
lim seat. PhD in Sharia 
from the University of Jor- 
dan and former headmaster 
of the Palestine School in 
Ma’an. Retired. 

AQABA 


Raad Al 

seat 

An engineer with 
Amman Municipality. 


Mifleh Rnheimi - Muslim 
seaL Former deputy in the 
12rh Parliament Centrist. 



Ahmad Oweidi Abbadi - 
Muslim seat Former 
deputy in the 11th Parlia- 
ment Worked for many 
years in the police. A grad- 
uate of Jordanian 
universities with a PhD in 
Political Science from a 
British university. Author 
of a number of books. Cen- 
trist. 


Luffi Barghouthi - Mus- 
lim seat Bom in Palestine, 
Owns private sector 
export business. 


1937 

import 


Independent 






Kamel Al Omari - Muslim 
seat. 


Riadh Ottoman - Muslim 
seat. From Jerash refugee 
camp. Bom in Qalqilyeh, 
1945. Member of voluntary 
societies and cooperative 
organisations in the Jerash 
area. He owns a transport 
company and manages 
farmland with his family. 

IRBID 


Khalil Haddadin - Christ- 
ian seat. Former deputy in 
the 12th Parliament. Secre- 
tary general of the Jordan- 
ian Arab Ba’ath Socialist 
Party. 


Ahmad Al Ajarmeh - 
Muslim seat 

Assaf Al Assaf - Muslim 
seat Bom in Amman, 
1936. BA in Military Sci- 
ence from Muta University. 
Retired brigadier general in 
the army. Since his retire- 
ment in 1984, he has 
served as a go-between for 
local tribes in matters relat- 
ed to arranging marriages 
and resolving blood feuds. 




Mohammad Amr - Mus- 
lim seaL Former cultural 
attache at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Retired. 
Centrist 


Abdullah Zureiqat 
Christian seat. Former 
deputy in the 12th Parlia- 
ment and former army offi- 
cer. Retired. 


Mohammad AJ Badri - 
Muslim seat. Heart sur- 
geon. Former president of 
the Educational Club of 
University Graduates. 


Mohammad Bani Hani - 
Muslim seat. 


Abdul Razzaq Tbeishat - 
Muslim seat. Bom in Irbid, 
1939. Obtained a BA in 
medicine from Istanbul 
University. Worked for the 
Jordan Armed Forces and 
as a general practitioner in 
Irbid with the municipality 
before he was elected as 
mayor of Irbid several 
rimes. Former minister of 
municipal and rural affairs 
and the environment. Inde- 
pendent Islamist. 


OBITUARY 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the 
faith. Henceforth there is laid up tor me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day: and not 
to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing. (2 Timothy 
4: 7, 8) 

The Chairman and the members ol the Board of Directors and the staff 
of An-Noor Sanatorium for Chest Diseases announce the passing 
away at the age of 81 of 

DR. ELEANOR SOLTAU 

Founding doctor of the Sanatorium 

The funeral service and burial will be conducted on Friday, 7th of 
November, 1997 at 2:30 p.m. at the An-Noor Sanatorium In Mafraq. 

Condolences will be received at the An-Noor Sanatorium, Mafraq, on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, the 7th, 8th and Sth of November. 

Cable address: 

P.O. Box 14 
Mafraq 

The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. 

May the Name of the Lord be praised. 
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Jordan Tunes, Thursday-Friday, November 6-7, 1997 


British envoy praises China 


for restraint over Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Britain’s departing consul- 
general in Hong Kong 
Wednesday praised China 
for exercising “enlightened 
restraint" in the former 
British colony since its 
resumption of sovereignty 
in July. 

In a marked contrast to 
the fractious tone of Sino- 
British exchanges before 
the handover. Francis 
Cornish said Hong Kong 
had emerged from the tran- 
sition in “good shape.” 

Mr. Coroish, who leaves 
here Saturday at the end of 
his posting, told reporters . 
China had observed the 
Joint Declaration with 
Britain on Hong Kong's 
future “with great care." 

“We welcome the enlight- 
ened restraint they (China) 
have shown,” he said. 

“We have been watching 
developments in Hong 
Kong very closely,” he 
added observing that daily 
life in the territory 
remained largely 

unchanged: “You can say 
what you like and print 


what you like in the press.” 

However, he pledged 
Britain would not be afraid 
to speak out at any infringe- 
ments of the Basic Law. the 
mini -con solution for post 
handover Hong Kong. The 
British government “cannot 
be happy" with changes to 
the electoral system master- 
minded by the government 
of chief executive Tung 
Chee-Hwa for the first post 
handover' elections next 
year, he said. 

Adjustments to the voting 
system introduced by the 
last British governor of 
Hong Kong. Chris Patten- 
will disenfranchise thou- 
sands of voters in polls for a 
replacement for the current 
China-picked assembly. 

“We w'ant to encourage 
Hong Kong to move down 
the path of universal suf- 
frage as far and as fast as it 
can.” said Mr. Cornish. 
Hong Kong's way of life 
had been underpinned by 
British good government 
and an ! environment in 
which business could flour- 
ish, he said, adding that 


despite relinquishing con- 
trol over the territory, 
Britain remained a “big 
player” in Hong Kong. 

“We want Hong Kong to 
look ai the United Kingdom 
as Hong Kong’s natural 
partner in Europe,” he said 
underlining Britain’s role 
next year as European 
Union presidenL 

Earlier, in one of his final 
official duties. Mr. Cornish 
signed two accords clearing 
the way for the transfer of 
fugitives and prisoners 
between Britain and Hong 
Kong. 

Hong Kong’s Secretary 
for Security Peter Lai. who 
also signed the pacts said 
they demonstrated the terri- 
tory’s commitment to fight- 
ing international crime and 
the importance of the rale 
of law in the territory. 

Mr. Cornish described 
them as an “important 
weapon in the fight against 
international crime.” The 
first agreement allows fugi- 
tives to be returned to face 
justice in their homeland 
provided their alleged 


offence is viewed as 
crime by both penal sys- 
tems. 

Under the second, con- 
senting convicts can be sent 
home to complete jail terms 
if their crime is contrary to 
both British and Hong 
Kong law. 

Mr. Cornish was the first 
British consul-general to 
Hong Kong following the 
territory’s July I return to 
Chinese rale. Before that he 
served as Britain’s senior 
trade commissioner in the 


temtory. 

In the early 1980s, he 
served as deputy private 
secretary’ to Diana, Princess 
of Wales, who died Aug. 3 1 
after a Paris car crash. 

His replacement. Sir 
Andrew Bums, a former 
British envoy to Israel, is 
expected to arrive in Hong 
Kong before the end of 
November. 

Mr. Bums took part in 
Sino-British talks on Hong 
Kong's new airport at Chek 
Lap Kok when he was the 
assistant undersecretary 
(Asia) from 1990-1992. 


Dostam, Malik troops clash 
in northern Afghanistan 


KABUL (AFP) — The 
troops of rival anti- 
Taleban alliance war- 
lords Abdul Rashid 
Dostam and Abdul 
Malik have clashed in 
northern Afghanistan, 
with Mr. Dostam loyal- 
ists gaining key ground, 
sources told AFP 
Wednesday. 

Independent sources 
said in -three days of 
sporadic but sometimes 
heavy clashes, Mr. 
Dostam troops have 
advanced into Mr. 
Malik's stronghold of 
Faryab province, situat- 
ed in the northwest of 
the country. 

“Details are limited, 
but the fighting has been 
occasionally heavy and 
Dostam troops have 
advanced into Faryab 
and beyond Andkhoy,” a 
source who requested 
anonymity reported. 

Andkhoy is situated 
180 kilometres west of 
the alliance held city of 
Mazar-i-Sharif and in 
the north of Faryab 
province, Mr. Malik's 
traditional stronghold. 

No further derails on 
casualties or the amount 
of ground which has 
changed hands in the 
past days were immedi- 
ately available. 

A Pakistan-based pri- 
vate news service 
Afghan Islamic Press 


(AIP) Tuesday reported 
about a dozen fighters 
from the two sides were 
killed and another 40 
wounded after clashes 
erupted in Jozjan and 
Faryab provinces late 
Monday. 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Malik dismissed the 
reports of Mr. Dostam’s 
men gaining ground as 
“baseless propaganda,” 
but no comment was 
available from either the 
Dostam camp or other 
alliance members. 

In May. Mr. Malik 
joined with the Taleban 
to oust his boss and ex- 
Communist General 
Dostam J before switch- 
ing back to the alliance 
and ending the 
Taleban ’s five-day stay 
in the northern capital. 

But in the midst of a 
major Taleban assault 
on the alliance strong- 
hold of Mazar-i-Sharif 
last month, Mr. Dostam 
made a dramatic come- 
back from exile and 
immediately set about 
consolidating his posi- 
tion in the northern fief- 
dom. 

The battles are the sec- 
ond set reported 
between the two power- 
ful figures in the north- 
ern alliance since Mr. 
Dostam returned from 
exile one month ago to 
regain his lost power. 


Mazar-i-Sharif — the 
only Afghan city held by 
the alliance — is now’ 
under the joint control 
of a number of alliance 
factions, but Mr. 
Dostam has regained the 
loyalty control of much 
of the surrounding areas 
and key towns around 
the city. 

Although Mr. Malik is 
repoked to be still based 
in the town of Mai man a 
in Faryab province and 
rhetorically committed 
to the alliance, analysts 
say the apparent 
revenge-inspired 
advance by Mr. Dostam 
leaves his future and the 
political setup of the 
alliance in doubt. 

With Mr. Dostam and 
Mr. Malik in the frac- 
tured alliance are two 
rival Shiite Muslim fac- 
tions and the ousted 
Kabul government of 
deposed president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani 
and military chief 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 

The Taleban control 
around two-thirds of 
Afghanistan including 
the capital Kabul, and 
have vowed to impose a 
pure Islamic state on a 
country gripped by near- 
ly 1 8 years of civil war. 


U.S. rejects 
Australian 


plea on 
greenhouse 
gas cuts 


Researchers closer to 


test for mad cow disease 


LONDON (R) — 

Scientists said 

Wednesday they are a 
step closer to developing 
a diagnostic test for mad 
cow' disease and its 
human equivalent. 

Researchers at Prionics 
AG. based at the 

University of Zurich, said 
they have discovered an 
antibody for the mutated 
prion brain protein that 
causes the brain-wasting 
illness. 

“There are two forms of 
the prion protein — the 
normal form and the dis- 
ease-specific form. There 
are many antibodies that 
react with the normal 
form, however none until 
now which only reacted 
with the disease-specific 
form Bruno Oesch said 
in a telephone interview. 

Until now, cases of 
Bovine Spongiform 
Encephalopathy (BSE) in 
animals or Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob Disease (CJDj in 
humans could only be 
confirmed by examining 
brain tissue from victims. 

The antibody, which 
attaches to the mutated 


prion, could allow doc- 
tors to test for the disease 
at an early stage by isolat- 
ing the tiny mutated pri- 
ons. their aim is to devel- 
op a diagnostic blood 
test. 

In a report in the sci- 
ence journal Nature. Mr. 
Oesch described how he 
and his colleagues isolat- 
ed the antibody, 15B3, 
that can distinguish 
between the good and bad 
brain prions. 

“The question is 
whether you can inject 
animals or humans who 
have the disease and 
whether it is going to 
recess,” Mr. Oesch added. 

“Our primary goal is to 
have a diagnosis as early 
as possible and then once 
you have that you can 
think about therapy.” 

CJD is an uncommon 
but rapidly progressive 
form of dementia in 
humans that normally 
occurs between the ages 
of 40 and 65. In 1996 sci- 
entists discovered a new 
strain of the deadly dis- 
ease that hits young peo- 
ple. So far 21 people have 


been diagnosed with the 
new CJD variant. 

Two studies released in 
September confirmed that 
bse causes the new strain 
of CJD and that eating 
infected beef is the likely 
cause. 

Scientists believe an 
epidemic of BSE in 
British cattle that resulted 
in a European Lloion ban 
on beef products last year 
was caused by giving the 
animals protein feed 
which included the 
remains of sheep infected 
with scrapie, a similar 
brain disorder, i 

“It will be interesting to 
see whether 15B3 will be 
able to neutralise infec- 


tivity and thus^e a poten- 


tial therapeutic reagent., 
a prion test !for living 
humans or animals is 
conceivable,” Mr. Oesch 
added. 

Stanley Prusiner, a pro- 
fessor of neurology and 
biochemistry at the 
University of California 
San Francisco, won the 
1997 Nobel prize for 
medicine for discovering 
the tiny prion. 


CANBERRA (AFP) — 
U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State Strobe Talbott 
Wednesday dismissed 
Australia’s claim to exemp- 
tion from uniform targets 
for cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions arguing that 
every country can claim 
“special circumstances.” 

But Mr. Talbot, here for 
talks with key ministers, 
backed Australia's demand 
that any agreement at next 
month’s Kyoto greenhouse 
summit had to include 
developing as well as 
developed nations. 

“The catastrophic fires, 
particularly in Borneo and 
Sumatra, demonstrate ... 
that these are problems that 
do not respect international 
boundaries he said 

“It’s a pretty vivid 
reminder that a developing 
country, in this case 
Indonesia, both for its own 
case, and for that of its 
neighbours, needs to be part 
of the solution if it’s not 
going to be part of the prob- 
lem.” 

Australia claims its spe- 
cial circumstances as a 
major energy producer enti- 
tles it to an exemption from 
uniform reduced green- 
house gas emission targets. 

“Every country has spe- 
cial circumstances.” Mr. 
Talbott said after talks with 
Environment Minister 
Robert Hill. “There's a lot 
of competing interests in 
the United States as well.” 

But Mr. Talbott said 
Australia and the United 
States were not too far apart 
on the issue. 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton last month pledged 
Washington would stabilise 
its emissions of greenhouse 
gases at 1990 levels by 
2008-2012 while the 
European Community 
wants even bigger cuts to 
apply across the board to all 
developed nations. 

Australia has yet to state 
its position but has rejected 
both the U.S. and European 
proposals as too harsh, and 
is instead arguing for differ- 
entiation between nations. 

Mr. Hill told reporters 
Australia would use the 
U.S. attempt to set its own 
target as a precedent. 

“I have no doubt that the 
United States would like to 
see its target as the global 
uniform target, but so be 
it,” Mr. Hill said. 

“What we said is the way 
in which the United States 
looked at its national inter- 
est, it looked at what it 
could afford ... should be 
the way in which each of us 
is approaching the issue.” 




A Vietnamese man stands amongst the rubble of a house destroyed by a typhoon which lashed \ ietnam s southern 
coast over the weekend. Latest figures show that Ty phoon Linda has killed at least 176 people. left thousands miss- 
ing and destroyed 134,800 houses (Renter photo) 


Typhoon devastation mounts 
in Vietnam and Thailand 


HANOI (AFP) — 
Bureaucracy and a lack of 
funds held up Typhoon 
Linda relief efforts 
Wednesday as the death toll 
in Vietnam. Cambodia and 
Thailand went past 260 with 
thousands still missing. 

Dozens more bodies of 
fishermen caught in one of 
the worst storms to hit the 
gulf of Thailand this centu- 
ry were washed up. 

But three days after the 
peak of the storm. 
Vietnam’s efforts to help 
devastated provinces in the 
Mekong Delta were frus- 
trated by red tape and a lack 
of money. 

Officials are stretching 
meagre resources in 1 1 
provinces where 235 peo- 
ple. mostly fisherman, per- 
ished in Typhoon Linda. 
More than T500 are still 
reported missing. 

Cau Mau province at the 
southern tip of Vietnam is 
most urgently in need of 
assistance. There are 65 
reported dead and more 
than 2.000 people missing. 

“It’s a nightmare,” one 
resident told AFP by tele- 
phone. “There’s a huge loss 
of human life and the storm 
has ruined our culture and 


ability to fish.” 

With hundreds of thou- 
sands of homeless and 
widespread damage, esti- 
mated at tens of millions of 
dollars, local officials and 
relief agencies have only- 
tens of thousand of dollars 
at their disposal. 

“We would like to launch 
an international appeal for 
help, but we cannot do that 
without government 

approval first,” said a repre- 
sentative from the 
International Federation of 
the Red Cross in Ho Chi 
Minh City. 

“We have absolutely no 
funds to provide.” he said, 
adding that government 
permission for an interna- 
tional appeal was not auto- 
matic. 

The Vietnamese Red 
Cross plans to distribute 
just 145 million dong 
(about 511,000) worth of 
food, medicine, tents, blan- 
kets and medicine, an offi- 
cial in Ho Chi Minh City 
said. 

Other non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) com- 
plain that Vietnam’s 
Byzantine bureaucracy 
severely restricts their 
movement. They may only 


travel to provinces in which 
they have existing projects. 

Oxfam United Kingdom 
and Ireland (Oxfam U.K.) 
said it had sent one worker 
to Tra Vinh province, but 
had to refuse an appeal from 
neighbouring Soc Trang 
province where it is not 
authorised to travel. 

Vietnam has deployed 
helicopters and ships, but 
only been able to recover 
209 people, the Central 
Committee for Floods and 
Storm Control in Hanoi 
said. 

Because of difficulties in 
reporting, the official death 
tally by the committee is 
105* dead. 454 missing and 
1 .530 boats sunk. However 
another 2.140 people are 
still unaccounted for. 

Thousands of fishing 
boats are believed to have 
been caught when winds in 
excess of 120 kilometres an 
hour and waves exceeding 
3_5 metres swept through 
from the South China Sea in 
the east 

In Cambodia, the toll rose 
to at least 23 dead with 
more than 200 still missing, 
authorities said. 

Twenty bodies were 
washed ashore on Puolo 


Wai Island about 100 kilo- 
metres southwest of the 
southern port of 
Sihanoukville. according to 
officials. More than 45 
boats were capsized in 
Cambodian waters. 

Thai officials confirmed 
that at least three Thais 
were killed and 13 injured 
in their jurisdiction and that 
100 people were still miss- 
ing. Other repons, however, 
speak of at least seven dead 

The worst hit province 
was Prachuab Khiri Khan, 
where some 30 fishing 
boats had sunk. 624 houses 
were damaged and 950 peo- 
ple left homeless, the 
Interior Ministry said. 

The typhoon was reported 
to have passed over 
Thailand and was m the- 
Andaman Sea off Burma, 
the ministry said. 

The toll from Typhoon 
Keith in Japan rose 
Wednesday to five after a 
60 year old man drowned in 
high waves on thff south- 
western island of Shikoku 
in Kochi prefecture, police 
said. 

Four people drowned in 
Kochi and the western pre- 
fecture of Wakayama 
Tuesday in the same storm. 


French journalist calls for the 


release of Vietnamese dissident 


HANOI (AFP) — French 
journalist Patrick Poivre 
d’Arvor launched an appeal 
Wednesday for the release 
of Vietnamese writer and 
journalist Doan Viet Hoar, 
one of Vietnam’s best 
known political prisoners. 

Speaking at a meeting of 
Francophone journalists in 
Hanoi, he said: “Please 
allow me to humbly but 
forcefully request my col- 
leagues and the Vietnamese 
authorities to do everything 
possible to secure the soon- 
est possible release,” of Mr. 
Hoat. 

“It is a matter of a coun- 
try's honour as well as of a 
profession,” Mr. Poivre 
d* Arvor. the anchor of pri- 
vate French television sta- 
tion TF1 told journalists at a 
meeting of the International 
Union of Journalists of 
French Language Press in 
Hanoi. 

Mr. Hoat was arrested in 
1990 for having participat- 


ed in the publication of a 
periodical “Freedom 

Forum,” which advocated 
democracy, and in 1993 he 
was given a 15 year prison 
term. The dissident had 
already spent 12 years in 
prison between 1976 to 
1988 without having been 
tried- 

Tuesday. Mr. Hoat, a 54 
year old intellectual, who 
languishes in Thanh Cam 
reeducation camp in Thanh 
Hoa province south of 
Hanoi near the Lao border, 
received the Golden Plume 
Award for Press Freedom of 
the World Association of 
Newspapers meeting in 
Istanbul. 

The association represent- 
ing more than 15,000 publi- 
cations worldwide also 
appealed for “the immedi- 
ate and unconditional 
release” of Mr. Hoat. 

During her visit to 
Vietnam in June, U.S. 
Secretary of State 


Madeleine Albright also 
called for his release. Mr. 
Poivre d’ Arvor also brought 
up the case of Nguyen 
Hoang Linh. former 
Vietnamese editor of the 
w'eekly “Enterprise” news- 
paper who was arrested last 
month in Hanoi for having 
written about official cor- 
ruption within the 
Vietnamese Department 
General of Customs. 

Mr. Poivre d’ Arvor. who 
has championed Mr. Hoat’s 
cause within the framework 
of activist group. Reporters 
without Borders, also men- 
tioned “hundreds of 
Algerian journalists who 
had paid the greatest possi- 
ble tribute” in their snuggle 
for press freedom. 

Some 150 journalists from 
39 countries are meeting in 
Hanoi until Friday to dis- 
cuss the theme of economic 
news, in advance of the 
Francophone summit on 
Nov. 14-16. 


Kissing 
is allowed, 
former Miss 
Universe 


says 


At least 3 bodies found 


at home of pastor 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Human remains found at 
a house belonging to 
Andres Pandy, the pastor 
suspected of murdering 
six members of his fami- 
ly, came from three dif- 
ferent bodies, investiga- 
tors said Wednesday. 

‘We have not complet- 
ed the analysis of all the 
remains but for the 


moment it seems there 
were at least three bod- 
ies,” said Brussels’ pros- 
ecutor Hilde 

Vandevoorde. 

The magistrate said it 
had still not been possi- 
ble to identify the 
decomposed in light of 
Mr. Pandy ’s refusal to 
cooperate with the inves- 
tigation. 


Investigators had previ- 
ously only confirmed 
that at least two bodies 
were buried under the 
house owned by the 
Hungarian-born pastor. 

Arrested on Oct. 16, 
Pandy is suspected of 
having murdered two ex- 
wives, Ilona Sores and 
Edit Fintor and four of 
his eight children. 


CARACAS (R) — Teen- 
agers in the Caracas district 
run by former Miss 
Universe Irene Saez can 
breathe a sigh of relief 
Kissing is allowed. 

Ms. Saez, Venezuela’s 
most popular politician, 
gave her verdict Tuesday in 
response to reports that 
police in the Chacao 
municipality where she is 
mayor were arresting 
teenagers in public squares 
for overt displays of affec- 
tion. 

“I have never considered 
char an act as noble as 
expressing tenderness ft* 
another person through 3 
kiss can be described as an 
immoral act” Ms. Saez 
said in a statement. 

“Chacao is open to love 
but not to obscene and 
excessive acts which are 
counter to good morals and 
proper manners.” 

Ms. Saez, 35, who leads 
opinion polls for December 
1998 presidential elections 
by a comfortable margin' 
owes much of her popular- 
ity to a successful reign as 
mayor of Chacao, known 
locally as “Irene-Laftd.'V 

Her drive to_ A 05 * 1 
petty crime has” converted 
the leafy- Plaza Francia 10 
the heart of Chacao into a 
haven for young coup!? 5 
escaping the city’s chaotic 
streets. 
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FBI agent testifies 
in Oklahoma 
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bombing trial 


DENVER fR) — A retired 
FBI agent described Tuesday 
at the trial of accused Okla- 
homa City bomber Terry 
Nichols investigators' efforts 
to collect and catalogue the 
jonoes of concrete and metal 
hurled for blocks by the blast. 

A key piece of the evidence 
they gathered was a 1 10- kilo- 
gramme rear truck axle that 
led agents to identify Timothy 
McVeigh, former agent James 
Elliott testified in the case 
against Mr. Nichols. 
McVeigh’s alleged accom- 
plice. 

Prosecutors say Mr. Nichols 
and McVeigh plotted the 
April 19, 1995, bombing of 
the Oklahoma City federal 
building that killed 168 peo- 
ple to avenge what they held 
were intolerable abuses of 
power by the U.S. govern- 
ment. 

The explosion littered 
blocks of downtown Okla- 
homa City with rubble, 
prompting defense attorney 
Ron Woods to question the 
FBI’s ability to salvage and 
$eaire it as evidence for the 
high-profile trial. 

Questions about the FBI's 
handling of evidence and 
techniques employed at die 
agency's crime lab in Wash- 
ington played a crucial role in 
the trial last spring of Mr. 
McWigh, who was arrested 
after the bombing with traces 
of explosives on his clothes. 

Mr. McVeigh’s attorneys 
tried hard to discredit the 
FBI’s handling of the physical 
evidence against tbeirclienL 
as Mr. Nichols’ attorney did in 
this case. 

Mr. Nichols faces the same r 
11 ainspiracy and murdef' 
charges as Mr. McVeigh, who 
was convicted on June 2 and 
sentenced to death. 

Under questioning, Mr. 
Effiott, a newly retired FBI 
agent who was in charge of 
overseeing the evidence in 
Oklahoma City, conceded the 


difficulty of handling the 
3.150 kg of debris that agents 
analysed. 

FBI agents swept but did 
not disinfect a nearby ware- 
house for storing the evi- 
dence, he said. 

"It was still pretty dirty," he 
told the defence attorney, who 
often reminded the jury that 
he too was once an FBI agent 

Mr. Nichols, clad as usual in 
a blue blazer, button-down 
shirt and wire-rimmed glass- 
es, watched impassively. 

The jury of seven women 
and five men peered curiously 
as prosecutors carried the 
twisted and blackened truck 
axle into the courtroom. 

The axle belonged to a 
Ryder truck rented by Mr. 
McVeigh in the explosion, the 
axle hurtled 172 metres and 
crushed a Ford Fiesta parked 
outside a nearby apartment 
building. 

Mr. Elliott's testimony fol- 
lowed that of several bomb- 
ing survivors, who recounted 
their terror as they fled the 
collapsed building. 

Susan Hunt of the Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD), strug- 
gled to keep her composure as 
she talked about her 35 col- 
leagues who died in the 
explosion, more than 500 
other people were injured. 

Ms. Hum recalled making a 
lisr on the morning of the 
blast, trying to account for the 
124 HUD employees in the 
building. 

‘It was my job to take care 
of these people.” the former 
office manager said. "1 tried.” 
she said as her voice broke. 

Fourteen of her co-workers 
were so badly injured they 
have been unable to return to 
work, she added. 

Testimony in the Nichols 
trial began Monday in federal 
court in Denver before judge 
Richard Maisch. who also 
oversaw the Mr. McVeigh 
trial. 



Republican New York Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, under 
a shower of confetti, waves to supporters gathered at 
the New York Hilton Hotel after winning reelection to a 
second four-year term of office (Reuter photo) 

U.S., Japan discuss 
global landmine treaty 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
United States and Japan 
ended two days of talks 
here Wednesday over 
Tokyo's decision to sign a 
global treaty banning anti- 
personnel landmines, the 
U.S. embassy said. 

"Discussions provided for 
a cordial and frank 
exchange of views and both 
sides decided to continue 
with this useful dialogue,” 
said an embassy statement. 

Tokyo announced lasr 
month it would sign a glob- 
al treaty in Ottawa on Dec. 
3 to prohibit the use. export, 
production. development 
and stockpiling of land- 
mines. 

Washington has refused to 
sign the “treaty, arguing it 
would jeopardise some of 
the 100.000 U.S. troops sta- 


tioned in Asia, particularly 
the 37,000 in South Korea. 

The bilateral talks were 
aimed at discussing the 
implications of Japan's 
joining the Ottawa Conven- 
tion banning landmines on 
U.S.-Japan military cooper- 
ation, the embassy said. 

The United States, which 
has 47.000 troops stationed 
in Japan, was also undertak- 
ing similar talks with other 
allies who may sign the 
anti-landmine convention, 
the statement said. 

"Although U.S. security 
concerns preclude us from 
joining other states in sign- 
ing the Ottawa Convention 
in December, our policy is 
that by 2003 the United 
States will no longer use 
anti-personnel landmines 
outside Korea,” it added. 


Republicans make strong 
inroads in U.S. elections 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Republicans made strong 
inroads in the 1997 U.S. 
elections Tuesday, win- 
ning the New Jersey and 
Virginia governor’s seats, 
the sole congressional 
race in New York’s Staten 
Island and the crown 
jewel of the 220 mayoral 
races — New York City. 

The only cliff-hanger 
among the top four prizes 
was New Jersey Republi- 
can Gov. Christine Whit- 
man's slim victory over 
Democratic opponent 
James McGreevey. 

Mr. Whitman, who eked 
out a 47 to 46 per cent 
win. or just over 20,000 
votes with more than 2.2 
million cast, did not claim 
victory until the early 
hours of Wednesday, wait- 
ing until Mr. McGreevey 
conceded the election. 

Republican Jim Gilmore 
was comfortably elected 
governor of Virginia in the 
only other governors' 
election and Rudolph Giu- 
liani was solidly reelected 
mayor of New York City. 
Republicans also easily 
won the night’s sole con- 
gressional race in New 
York's Staten Island. 

Americans also voted in 
referendums on a series of 
life and death issues in 


Tuesday's balloting. 

In Oregon, voters deci- 
sively endorsed an assist- 
ed-suicide law. despite an 
expensive campaign 
spearheaded by the 
catholic church to repeal 
the statute. 

In neighbouring Wash- 
ington state, a measure 
that would have required 
trigger locks for handguns 
and safety courses for 
their owners was defeated 
overwhelmingly, with the 
initiative going down by 
more than a 3-1 margin in 
early returns. 

And in Houston voters 
backed affirmative action, 
with 54 per cent opposed 
to a proposition that 
would have ended racial 
and gender preferences in 
city contracts and hiring. 

In the most dramatic 
contest of the night, Ms. 
Whitman barely held off 
Mr. McGreevey. As the 
count proceeded, the two 
stayed neck-and-neck 
with Ms. Whitman only 
pulling ahead at the very 
end. 

“This is truly a wonder- 
ful victory because it does 
speak to all we have been 
doing for the state of New 
Jersey. This state's a tough 
state,” Ms. Whitman told 
cheering supporters in an 


apparent reference to her 
near-loss. “We want a lot.” 

Ms. Whitman, a Repub- 
lican moderate, was once 
seen as a rising star in her 
party alter she cut state 
income taxes by a third. 
But Mr. McGreevey 
attacked her for causing a 
corresponding increase in 
local property taxes and 
failing to curb the state's 
high auto insurance rates. 

Analysts said many 
Republican conservatives, 
angered by Ms. Whit- 
man’s support of abortion 
rights, stayed home or 
supported libertarian Mur- 
ray Sabrin, who won 5 per 
cent of the vote. 

In Vit^ginia, Mr. Gilmore 
ran a disciplined cam- 
paign and kept the focus 
on his promise to abolish 
an unpopular property tax 
levied annually on the 
value of cars and trucks. 

He defeated Democratic 
Li. Gov. Don Beyer, lead- 
ing a Republican sweep of 
all three of the state’s top 
elected positions and gain- 
ing control of the state 
senate. ' 

Republican National 
Committee Chairman Jim 
Nicholson, who came to 
Richmond to share in Mr. 
Gilmore’s triumph, said 
the party would smdy the 


victory and apply its 
lessons elsewhere. 

“The results in Virginia 
are going to be a model we 
are going to follow and 
study in the 1998 elec- 
tions,” he said. 

In New York City, 
Republican Giuliani, a 
feisty former prosecutor 
who has presided over a 
steep drop in crime, swept 
to a second term as mayor 
against a disorganised 
Democratic challenger 
Ruth Messinger in what is 
usually one of the 
strongest Democratic 
strongholds in the country. 

With 96 per cent of the 
votes counted, Mr. Giu- 
liani led Ms. Messinger by 
56 per cent to 42 per cent. 

In his victory speech Mr. 
Giuliani vowed to fight 
illegal drugs in New York 
City the same way that he 
tackled crime. “New York 
City is the greatest city in 
North America” he told 
supporters. 

In the sole congressional 
election Tuesday, Republi- 
can Vito FosseUa comfort- 
ably beat Democrat Eric 
Vitaliano. The win in a 
seat the Republicans have 
held for the past 17 years 
ran the Republican major- 
ity in the House of Repre- 
sentatives back to 22. 


Russian senate approves chemical weapons convention 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
upper chamber of the Russian 
parliament Wednesday rati- 
fied the 1993 International 
Chemical Weapons Conven- 
tion, five days after it was 
approved by the lower house, 
or Duma. 

The convention bans devel- 
opment, production, stockpil- 
ing and use of chemical 
weapons. 

Senators voted unanimous- 
ly to ratify the convention 
which now has .to be signed 
by President Boris Yeltsin to 


come into law. 

Russia has the world’s 
largest arsenal of chemical 
weapons — 40,000 tonnes — 
much of it stocked in poor 
conditions. Iran Wednesday 
became the 103rd country to 
formally ratify the treaty, 
signed in Paris in January 
1993. Russia will be the 
104th. 

The collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991 officially 
brought an end to Russia’s 
production of chemical 
weapons, although the British 


journal Jane’s Defence Week- 
ly stated in April that Russian 
scientists were still trying to 
develop new weapons. 

Russia had to ratify the con- 
vention by Wednesday in 
order to participate at The 
Hague's conference on 
chemical weapons scheduled 
Dec. 1 to 5. 

The deputies hesitation in 
ratifying the convention is 
mainly due to the heavy cost 
of the destruction of Russia’s 
arsenal, estimated at $5.5 bil- 
lion. 


A member of the 
international relations com- 
mittee of the upper chamber, 
Mikhail Prussak, said 
Wednesday that Russia does 
not have enough money to 
even maintain its stock, 
which alone will cost $250 
million over the next 10 
years. 

The Russian government 
said it would spend 50 billion 
rubles ($833 million), mostly 
foreign money, in 1998 to 
begin the destruction of its 
chemical weapons. 
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Introducing the international Global Calling Card from Global One. 

Now wherever you are in the world, you can dial anywhere, at any time, without paying hotel surcharges. You can make multiple calls without hanging up, take 
advantage of our competitive world rates and simply charge your calls to your favourite credit card. You will get the support of your Global One Customer Service 
Representatives (24 hours a day) and get our tracking service to monitor costs and charge back your calls wherever appropriate. You can also rely on our Travel 
H Assistance services for emergency translation, medical, legal or travel information. 

The Global One Calling Card. Yet another reason why we have become Jordan’s favourite communication company with over 4,000 subscribers. 

To find out more on how our Global Calling Card can make your international communications easier, call our sales offices today or visit our web site. 

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

• Apply now for your Global Calling Card and save an additional 20% on your international phone calls. 

e Sales office Tel: 685101 - Fax: 700328 - E-mail: info@go.com.jo - http://www.go.com.jo 
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Flaws in the law 


ANALYSING THE results of the Thesday’s parlia- 
mentary elections requires a multifaceted approach 
before filial conclusions can be reached. The first 
observation is on the percentage of Jordanians who 
actually voted. Assuming that 80 per cent of eligible 
Jordanians picked up their voting cards, die fact that 
onlv 55 per cent of them actually cast their ballots is 
indeed troubling. This suggests that only 40 per cent of 
Jor danians took part in this year’s elections. Of course 
this relatively low turnout is first and foremost the 
fault of voters themselves. No one takes the blame for 
this low participation in the Jordanian democracy 
than the people who bare long called for an effective 
parliamentary democracy but faded to prove their 
true concern by staying away from the polling booths. 
It is also the responsibility of the opposition especially 
the Muslim Brotherhood which had declared their 
intention to boycott right from the start. 

The second major failure is that of women to win not 
even a single seal. Seventeen female candidates ran 
and the number of women who actually voted was at 
least on par with that of men. Why women were 
deserted by members of their own gender is something 
that calls for appraisal so that the necessary conclu- 
sions can be drawn. We regard the absence of women 
from Parliament as a serious blow for equality in our 
society. 

The third failure is that of the apparently bankrupt 
political parties. When only two of the dozen candi- 
dates of the National Constitutional Party, the most 
organised political party in the country after the 
Brotherhood, manage to win then we have every rea- 
son to question whether the Kingdom has really made 
any serious inroads into party politics. It Is not com- 
fortable to think that the elections were conducted 
mostly on personal, family and tribal levels. We can 
safely conclude that voters did not choose their repre- 
sentatives on the basis of national issues. Not even 
minority groups campaigned on minority concerns. 
Neither the Circassians nor the Christians have had 
minority agenda. 

This leads us to probably the most advertised failure, 
that of Toujan Faisal to get reelected. The irony in her 
loss is the fact that had she run as an Arab, rather than 
as Circassian, Jordanian she would have been easily 
elected. Ms. Faisal scored the second highest vote in 
her district (wefl over 4,000) but still came home a 
loser. Two newly-elected parliamentarians from Ms. 
Faisal’s district, namely Raad Bakri and Lutfi 
Barghouthi won with less than L500 votes each. This 
is a serious flaw in the electoral law and an dement 
of unfairness in the way it determines winners and 
losers. What adds insult to injury is the fact that Ms. 
Faisal could not hare run as just an Arab Jordanian 
even if she wanted to, which begs the question of how 
we are going to determine in the future who is and who 
is not a Circassian or Chechen especially when there is 
a considerable number of mixed marriages. Are we 
going to conduct genetic scrutiny at one. stage or 
another to determine the ethnic origin of people or are 
we going to adopt a special law on the question? 

We therefore call for the immediate repeal of minor- 
ity quotas because ft is senseless and void of justifica- 
tion. The fact that minority' representatives are dec- 
table by non-minority voters makes a mockery of the 
entire exercise to grant minorities special treatments. 
The final chapter on the Nov. 4 elections will readily 
call for a general overhaul of current legislation with a 
view to rectify the serious shortcomings and the obvi- 
ous elements of unfairness in it- 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab Al Yawm’s Yabya Shuqair accused the govern- 
ments of Jordan of dominating the legislative and execu- 
tive branches since the creation of the Kingdom. The exec- 
utive authority has been enacting laws at will, controlling 
the work of Parliament and imposing on it its opinions on 
all matters, internal and external, said Shuqair. A prime 
example, he said, is the government’s introduction of the 
temporary law on press and publications without securing 
approval of parliament. According to Shuqair. this tempo- 
rary law enabled the government to silence 13 weekly 
tabloids, drawing by this action strong protest from the 
Jordan Human Rights Organisation and political parties 
and unions in Jordan. The writer said the government has 
also enacted the one-person, one-vote election law. dealing 
a heavy blow to the legislature which was not consulted on 
the mattter. Furthermore, he said. 120,000 repeated names 
appeared in the voter lists for the 1997 Parliamentary elec- 
tions according to the government’s statements which also 
said that the extra names were omitted. Shuqair said there 
is no way of finding out whether many other thousands of 
invalid names were still on the voter lists when the voters 
went to the polls on Nov, 4. 


Al Dustour’s Hind Tunisi said that by pressuring Arab 
countries to attend the Doha conference, the U.S. has suc- 
ceeded in causing divisions among them over the question 
of participation. The Arab states have rightly demanded 
that unless real progress has been achieved in the peace 
process and the implementation of the Madrid and Oslo 
accords, they would not take pan in the conference which 
is to be attended by Israel, said Tunisi. She said the indi- 
vidual Arab countries have also succeeded in that they 
stood by their principles and are refusing to attend the 
coming conference. It is realistic to conclude that any 
improvement in the economic situation among the coun- 
tries of the region will be naturally followed by favourable 
developments in the political and social domains, accord- 
ing to the writer. She said the only beneficiary of the Doha 
economic meeting will be Israel whose economy will 
thrive at the expense of the Arab countries’ markets. 


View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 


The good new parliament 


and the good ole daily problems 


JUST AS citizens throughout our region expect the out- 
come of peacemaking to have a direct, positive bearing 
on their daily lives, citizens throughout the Kingdom, 
rightly or wrongly, expect the outcome of parliamentary 
elections also to have a direct, positive bearing on their 
daily lives. This is especially true, and crucial, for the 
large sections of our major cities which we (at times 
endearingly, at times sympathetically, and at times pejo- 
ratively) refer to as the “popular" areas, as well as for the 
rural and desert regions. 

The other day (it was a Friday morning). 1 paid a visit 
to Marka El-janoubieh, a neighbourhood in Eastern 
Amman which epitomises (has for many years and 
decades epitomised) the image of a "popular” area faith- 
fully and accurately. Time has stopped for a long time in 
that neighbourhood: the same good old shabby faces, 
shabby shops, shabby houses, shabby cars, shabby side- 
walks, shabby roads, shabby cats, shabby peddlers, etc. 
This particular neighbourhood (and others like it) is much 
like a village inside a city (hens, pigeons, sheep, goats 
and donkeys are not uncommon). 

As I took a right turn at the traffic light on Al-Mahatta 
road just prior to the old train station. I found myself sud- 
denly driving through what looked like a river (by our 
standards that is. for the amount of water on the road was 
equivalent to that you find in the Yarmouk River on any 
average day). I immediately slowed down. 
Remembering that it did not rain that morning nor the 
night before and glancing at the cloudless sky, I came 
instantly to the disappointing (but not unexpected) con- 
clusion that I was wading in sewerage water. What else 
do you expect to find in this pan of town? Most of the 
vehicles were driving at a low speed, but some (pick-up 
trucks, lorries, and buses) were driving fast splattering 
other vehicles, as well as pedestrians who were searching 
for a footpath in the mess. 

When I got to the said neighbourhood (I had not been 
there for months), the familiar scenes were all there, as if 
bursting out of my memory” some children were playing 
soccer in the middle of the road unto which manholes 
were leaking sewerage water, some were rummaging 
garbage containers, some were dumping garbage next to 
the container (being too small to throw the garbage into 
the container), some were throwing stones at cats, some 


were sitting on the side-walk drinking soda and eating 
chips, some were putting something on the road waiting 
for vehicles to crush it. etc. Those who wish to see chil- 
dren should go to the neighbourhoods of Eastern Amman: 
the streets are full of them. Children, stray cats, shabby 
vehicles of all types and sizes and sewerage water. 

That morning there was. in addition to the river ot sew- 
erage water 1 ran into when 1 turned right at the traffic 
light there was another interesting surprise: a huge 
tanker-trailer was trying to park. It had blocked the road, 
and I found myselfwairing behind two other cars which 
were waiting for the trailer to open the way. After sever- 
al attempts, during one of which it hit the phone cable and 
almost cut it off. it crammed itself behind the garbage 
containers. The driver, clean-shaven and with shining 
hair (he had most probably just been to the barber) got 
out of it, and peacock-like (as if stepping out ot a 
Mercedes or a Jaguar) walked happily and w ith pride in 
the direction of a couple of kids, shook hands with them, 
kissed them elegantly on the cheeks, and handed them a 
plastic bag. Most probably an uncle coming to visit — 
with his tanker-trailer, of course. 

I could tell you more details, but you get the picture. 

One thing, however, 1 forgot to tell you about: the ban- 
ners with which the streets were filled carrying all sorts 
of slogans about: liberation of Jerusalem. Arab unity, 
advancement of democracy, freedom of expression, 
choice of the best candidate, education for all. and so on 
and so forth. 

Gearly. there was a sharp contrast, in many ways, 
between what the banners over the streets and alleys were 
saying and what was going on in the streets and alleys 
themselves. One could argue, of course, that inhabitants 
of the popular areas have their own political and ideolog- 
ical aspirations, like every human being on this green 
earth and like fellow human beings in the more privileged 
areas of the country', and one may in fact argue that, in 
many ways, they are more politicised than others and that 
they may care about Jerusalem more than about their 
daily bread This is true. But these inhabitants have press- 
ing daily problems which should be taken into account. 

There was not one single slogan about bettering or 
improving the daily lives of the inhabitants of this area. I 
wish there had been one slogan about putting an end to 


the sewer leakage, to the need tor playgrounds for chil- 
dren. to the need of stopping large, monstrous vehicles 
from parking amidst residential homes, to the need for 
better streets and better sidewalks, to the need for clean- 
er restaurants and shops, to the need tor peace ami tran- 
quillity. to the need for more services, etc. 

Since I9S9. the same banners and slogans have been 
hoisted and lowered, and the same problems continue to 
exist. Nay. the quality of daily life in these areas has been 
deteriorating. Hardly a day passes without sewer leakage. 
Admittedly, some development centres and some ser- 
vices have been opened, but they are due more to the 
efforts of governmental establishments than to those of 
conscientious parliamentarians. 

The problem, in part, may be one related to the mental- 
ity of parliamentary candidates running in the name of 
these areas. Most of them, if not all. do not seem to 
understand that what these areas need more than anything 
is the betterment and improvement of the quality of daily 
life. Such ignorance on part of the candidates is reflect- 
ed in the very slogans and banners they hoist. Had they 
felt strongly* about their community problems, these 
problems 'would have found their way to cheir banners 
somehow. To most people living in these areas, a debate 
in parliament abour sewer leakage may be 1 0 limes more 
important than a debate about the Press and Publications 
Law. 

Insensitivity, on part of the candidates, to the problems 
faced by people in these areas may be due to the fact that 
most candidates (this is particularly true of the previous 
elections) belong to political parties whose priorities go 
well beyond the" daily needs of people: candidates who 
prefer to talk more about the need of the soul or spirit 
than those of the body and daily life or those who stress 
Arab unity and solidarity more than playgrounds for chil- 
dren or sewerage leakage. 

In the absence of many candidates from the traditional 
“opposition” parties, however, will the good new parlia- 
ment be different — i.e.. in being more sensitive to and 
aware of people’s problems of daily fife? Time will only 
tell. Nevertheless, it has become apparent, and the drop in 
the turnout of voters may be in part due to this factor, that 
the quality of daily life in these areas must be given the 
highest priority. 


Closure: The shape of things to come 


By Peretz Kidron 


PALESTINIANS COMPLAIN nowadays 
that their movements are far more constricted 
under the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) chan they were under direct Israeli 
occupation. Not that the military regime 
allowed unrestricted travel; Palestinians 
passing through Israeli road-blocks suffered 
humiliation and time-consuming delays. Bui 
those irritants pale against the enormous 
obstacles currently placed on their move- 
ments, whether they are trying to get to 
another Palestinian controlled enclave or to 
Israeli-controlled areas B or C. or into Israel 
proper. “Closure” — once an extraordinary 
measure taken in response to particularly 
painful attacks by the Palestinian under- 
ground — is now a more or less permanent 
fact of life, confining most of the Palestinian 
population to a series of narrow ghettos. 

The Israeli authorities justify the restric- 
tions on “security” grounds, claiming that 
Israel’s vulnerable population centres are 
best protected from potential terrorists when 
“cleansed” of all Palestinians, including 
those bearing legal passes: the implied 
assumption being the innocent majority may 
suffer, but that is a small price to pay for foil- 
ing the evil few with their bombs. The con- 
tention is convenient, easy to foist off on the 
world media, which obligingly clams up 
whenever “security” grounds are invoked to 
justify human rights infringements. 

Few pause to recall that no single terrorist 
attack has ever been traced to a “legal” 
Palestinian. i.e. someone admitted into Israel 
with the proper papers. How then does Israeli 
security benefit from a blanket “closure” that 
banishes tens of thousands of such “legal” 
Palestinians? As no one poses the question, 
official spokesmen do not trouble to provide 
an answer beyond the blanket explanation of 
“pressure on the PNA to act against terror- 
ists.” Nor do they trouble to explain why Tel 
Aviv is protected by the infamous “internal 
closure” that denies a Palestinian from 
Ramaliah permission to visit relatives in 
Nablus. 

Those cruel absurdities are not the only rea- 
son to query the so-called security grounds 
behind the closures. The latter carry sub- 
sidiary provisions whose rationale is doubly 
mysterious. For example: severe restrictions 
or an outright ban on Gaza fishermen sailing 
to offshore fishing grounds. Allegedly this is 
to keep them from smuggling in arms or 
explosives — again, a compelling argument 
that serves officialdom well. But why is the 
ban invoked only when a closure is in force? 
Presumably, terrorists are perpetually on the 
look-out for a chance to smuggle in their 
murderous contraband; why then are the fish- 
erman not grounded permanently? (Also, 
why are they free to market their meagre 
catch in the markets of Gaza, but strictly 
barred from sending shipments of fish to 
Hebron)? 

Apart from live (I.e. potentially terrorist) 
Palestinians and their delectable fish, clo- 
sures also apply to inanimate vegetables. 
When the barriers are in place. Palestinian 
farm produce is left to rot in the fields. 
Straight-faced security spokesmen point to 
the danger that those boxes of red-checked 
tomatoes — very popular on the Israeli mar- 
ket — may conceal explosives. But all goods 


hailing from PNA-controlled areas undergo 
stringent security checks before being 
allowed into Israel: even when no closure is 
in force, produce is painstakingly unloaded 
from Arab trucks and slacked onto Israeli 
vehicles, making it very simple to check for 
illegal contents. Why then does closure also 
email a total ban on agricultural shipments? 

The list of incongruities is long, and the 
puzzle may have more than one answer. The 
professed purpose of closure is to arm-twist 
the PNA into crushing the Islamists. By- 
extending restrictions to hurt all sections of 
the population — not merely workers 
employed in Israel — the screws are tight- 
ened further and the PNA presumably 
spurred to ever more vigorous pursuit of the 
opposition. 


Long-term intentions 


But is that all? As the closure becomes 
more or less permanent, there is growing sus- 
picion that what is depicted as a temporary 
precaution in fact foreshadows the long-term 
design of the Netanyahu government. It may 
not comprise a detailed plan; Netanyahu and 
his lieutenants tend to shoot from the hip, 
without too much staff work or long-range 
thinking. But for that very reason, emergency 
measures often invoked with no more than a 
few minutes of desultory deliberation may 
reveal far more than the immediate alarm of 


rather than emulate Yitzhak Rabin by taking 
that realisation to full recognition and a w ill- 
ingness to share the territory disputed, he 
prefers to salvage his tattered “Greater Israel” 
ideology with a damage-control strategy that 
gives the Palestinians a bare minimum, while 
leaving Israel holding all the trumps. 

The government probably has no overall 
master plan, but its day-to-day decision, zig- 
zagging like the twists and turns in 
Netanyahu's thinking, are beginning to jell 
into a coherent design. The policy taking 
shape entails three-tiered “containment.” In 
physical terms, the Palestinian population is 
to be contained within tiny enclaves. In polit- 
ical terms, Palestinian autonomy is to be con- 
tained to a minimum of powers and func- 
tions. In economic terms, the Palestinians are 
to be “contained" in a state of total depen- 
dency on Israel. 

This economic containment is foreshad- 
owed in the closures and their associated 
restrictions. Little short of all-out blockade, 
closure hinders the emergence of a viable 
Palestinian economy, whether by crippling 
traditional pursuits like farming or fishing, or 
stifling modem indusuy by a constant atmos- 
phere of crisis. Sticking points in Israel i- 
Palestinian talks include persistent Israeli 
reluctance to sanction work on a deep water 
port in Gaza. The Israeli side of course claims 
“security considerations” (is that a 
Palestinian armada lurking over the horizon. 


basic Palestinian needs, in return for hand- 
some profits ro Israeli employers and indus- 
tries. 


The joys of subjugation 


A long history of mutual hostility can only be 
aggravated by efforts to shove Palestinians into 
Bantustans, “autonomous” regions which are 
little more than glorified labour camps. 


the decision-makers. 

Netanyahu has never made a secret of his 
objections to the Oslo accords and all they 
entail, notably the hand-over of territory and 
powers to the Palestinians. Aside from the 
tiny area in and around Hebron that enor- 
mous international pressure induced him to 
hand over, he seems determined to give the 
PNA no more additional land than he must. 
Hence his evident relief when the Authority’s 
alleged omissions in fighting terrorism 
allowed him to proclaim that it will get no 
further territory until it mends its ways. 

This was much more than a change of 
timetable. The architects of the Oslo accords. 
Israelis and Palestinians, perceived the tiny 
enclaves ruled by the PNA. and its own high- 
ly circumscribed autonomy, merely as a 
short-lived interim stage, with additional ter- 
ritory and powers to be added within months. 
Netanyahu sees matters differently: begrudg- 
ing the PNA the little territory it controls, and 
its limited degree of independence, he is 
determined to “cede” no more. He would be 
rash to him the clock back by a bid to reoc- 
cupy the Palestinian cities: to that extent, he 
accepts the status quo bequeathed by his 
Labour predecessors. But he will do his 
utmost to go no further in handing over land 
or powers. 

To a degree. Netanyahu is a realist. After 
the failure of three decades of occupation to 
eradicate “the Palestinian problem," he has 
come around to conceding its existence. But 


awaiting its chance to drop anchor'?). In facL 
however, the lack of a port of its own makes 
the PNA entirely dependent for imports and 
exports alike on Israeli port facilities. 

Such relentlessness must leave its mark. 
Research published by a leading Israeli econ- 
omist. Prof. Haim Ben Shahar. in Ha'aretz on 
September 4 found the Palestinian economy 
in sharp decline, as reflected in data of the 
U.N., the World Bank and the PNA itself. 
Over a five-year period ( 1992-1996) popula- 
tion grew by over 20 per cenu from 1 ,S6m to 
2.38ra. while the gross domestic product 
declined from $5bn to S4.1 bn. The arithmetic 
is simple: during the period the Oslo accords 
have been in effect, the per capita GDP has 
declined from $2,700 annually to S 1.700. 
(For comparison: per capita GDP in Israel 
exceeds $17,000). 

Without local sources of employment, large 
portions of the Palestinian population — 30 
percent, according to Ben Shahar — depend- 
ed for a livelihood on low-paid jobs in Israel. 
The figure has declined since the early 1990s 
but the dependency remains, thereby ensur- 
ing and perpetuating Palestinian subjugation 
to Israeli hegemony. Whenever the PNA 
proves disobedient, Israel needs no more than 
a crack of the whip — restricting the number 
of labour permits — to bring the Authority to 
heel. Just as Israel is a market for cheap 
Palestinian labour, the Palestinian areas are a 
captive market for cheap products of Israeli 
industry. This two-way traffic would meet 


Beyond serving Netanyahu’s nationalist 
ideology, such a state of affairs fits in per- 
fectly with the philosophy imbibed with his 
schooling in the United States, which left him 
a fervent advocate of a free market economy 
on American or European lines. If that is 
indeed his model, the conclusions relating to 
the labour market are obviou .: jusi as the 
U.S. economy relies heavity on cheap 
Mexican labour and Latin American markets 
for its products, and the Europeans foster 
similar relations with other Third World 
countries. Israel will have its captive gastar- 
beiter. the Palestinians. 

Founding the new Israeli economy on a 
defenceless sub-class of poorly paid Arab 
labourers could be a godsend for Netanyahu. 
Such a structure would carry a variety of ben- 
efits. ideological and political, resting on a 
broad interest in the status quo. A large and 
affluent Israeli middle class would be aware 
that its prosperity depended on keeping the 
Palestinians in their confined cages; this in 
turn would create a large and influential con- 
stituency to support Netanyahu and keep 
him. and his allies, in power. 

Such a strategy is particularly dangerous 
precisely because of the attractions it holds 
for various social and economic groups. 
Some professed “peaceniks” hitherto associ- 
ated with the dovish opposition come from 
business circles intent on expanding profits in 
a more stable atmosphere. If Netanyahu’s 
schemes prove equally lucrative, nothing will 
stop industrialists and financiers from swing- 
ing their support behind him. Other ostensi- 
bly opposition elements, who bear their own 
brand of racism, would recognise the value of 
Netanyahu's programme in keeping non- 
Jewish undesirables out of sight as far as pos- 
sible. As a practical programme, it could 
guarantee Netanyahu reelecrion in the year 
2000. For all these reasons, the scenario 
sketched out here is a very real threat 

Israeli -Palestinian relations are bedevilled 
by countless differences and points of fric- 
tion. Conflicts turning on opposing claims to 
the same territory are exacerbated cultural 
and religious differences. A long history of 
mutual hostility can only be aggravated by 
efforts to shove Palestinians into Bantustans. 
“autonomous” regions which are little more 
than glorified labour camps. The existing dif- 
ficulties of setting bilateral relations on a 
peaceful track can only be redoubled by the 
glaring contrast in living standards. 
Coexistence between an affluent Israel and 
an impoverished Palestinian population 
could be no more than a pipe-dream. Th® 
world’s North-South differences become 
doubly explosive when compacted into dis- 
tances of a few miles, sometimes m® 6 
metres. Living standards at a 10:1 ratio do 
not make good neighbours, particularly 
the affluent side enjoys all the anendant fiSf:. 
doms, while the economically deprived^ 
simultaneously stripped of human rij 
dignity. 
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There were winners in other rings too 
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ALTHOUGH the parliamentary elections resulted in a 
major drawback for women, there is still hope. Last week 
at the Jordanian National Committee for Women. Amal 
Sabbagh, former director of the Regional Centre on Agrar- 
ian Reform and Rural Development for the Near East 
(CARDNE) became secretary general. Dr. Sabbagh brings 
with her several years of experience in governmental and 
non-governmental organisation posts. At CARDNE. she 
was director for four years. Earlier, Dr. Sabbagh wus 
employed at the Ministry of Social Development in sever- 
al positions, the last of which was as director of planning 
and monitoring. She obtained her BA in psy chology from 
Beirut College for Women (now Lebanese American Uni- 
versity). a Masters in educational counselling from the 
American University of Beirut, and a Ph.D. in social poli- 
cy and administration from the University of Not tin g- 
hamm. As Secretary General of the JNCW. established in 
1992 and chaired by HRH Princess Basma. Dr. Sabbagh 
has the weighty responsibility of activating the mandate of 
the committee as set by the Cabinet in 1996. Included in 
that mandate is the study of legislation and the drafting of 
laws affecting the status and advancement of women. By 
the look of things, she ’ll need more than just allies. 


OTHER WINNERS: While campaign managers, or the 
like, put in their last ditch efforts to gamer support for 
their candidates, last Thursday the Abdul Hameed Shaman 
Foundation was the stage for some winners of another 
sort. Among the recipients of the foundation's annual 
award for young Arab researchers for the year 1996 were 
four Jordanians. They are Dr. Hazem Zou ‘bi Zibdeh, a 


professor at the Jordan University for Science and Tech- 
nology who shared the prized for contributions to applied 
mechanics with Ahmad Adel Qdair. an associate professor 
from Bir Zeit University: Riyad Abdullah Momani. associ- 
ate professor at Yarmouk University, for his contributions 
to economics, finance and banking: Dr. Nabil Taleb 
Shawakfeh. professor at the University of Jordan, for his 
unique efforts in applied mathematics; and Dr. Rida 
Abdullah Shibli, associate professor at JUST, for his 
research in agriculture. Congratulating the winners at a 
ceremony were Shaman Foundation Chairman Abdul 
Majid Shaman, Director Ibrahim Izzedine, and University 
of Jordan President Dr. Fawzi Gharaibeh. 


POLLING PECULIARS : No need to tell you where all 
the focus was this past week. As the hours licked away and 
parliamentary hopefuls and the electorate waited for the 
votes to come in on Tuesday night, the J.T. reporters cov- 
ering rhe parliamentary elections in the field came across 
some peculiar points of note. Some publishable, some. . . 
best not. Nonetheless, herein are two we thought you 
might enjoy. A 22-year-old male voter from the mighty 
Third District of Amman last week went to pick up his 
voter card. After a long process of looking for his name, 
alphabetically by first name of course — his name is Sevan 
— he found the name Seqan (which is actually no name at 
all. at least in Arabic, but another word for legs). Hurrah! 
That was most definitely him, everyone agreed. The only 
problem was, he was listed among the women voters. 
What to do? No problem, the officers in charge said. This 
happens often enough, just show up at the women s voting 


station." Sevan complied on Tuesday, but to no avail. 
Even his offer to reappear in women ’s garb did not secure 
him his first-time right to vote. 

As to campaign strategies. Minister of Interior 
Nathir Rashid himself revealed to a reporter on election 
day that police in the 5th district of Amman caught some 
supporters of two candidates ( who, you guessed it, eventu- 
ally both won seats) distributing flyers to voters indicating 
that the candidates' most serious opponents in the race 
had withdrawn their candidacies. One of the opponents 
caught wind of the impropriety and swiftly made up his 
own flyers saying he was most certainly still a candidate. 
He still lost. But what of the distributing of false informa- 
tion incident? Well, faced with no law or precedent to 
punish the perpetrators, Mr. Rashid simply called the inci- 
dent a joke. 


MUSIC — THE PERFECT PANACEA: Candidates, 

supporters, winners and losers, and all those still feeling 
the morning after symptoms of elections can find solace in 
rhe music of two European performing arts groups, pre- 
sented by the National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation in cooperation with the Italian embassy, 
the Goethe-lnstitui and the Ministry of Culture. On Satur- 
day Ensemble Incanto of Germany brings young musi- 
cians Guido Schiefen on cello. Ralph Manno on clarinet 
and Liese Klahn on piano to the stage of the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre for a programme of music by Debussy. 
Poulenc. Schumann and Brahms. Then its the Italian's 
turn with Quartetto D ‘archi Di Roma, featuring Vittorio 
Di Lotti on violin. Stefano Di Lotti also on violin, Aldo 



Ensemble Incanto (photo by Erika FomschM) 

Giovagcnoli on viola, and Mino Chirivi on cello. The 
quartet will play on Tuesday, Nov. 11 at the RCC and 
again on Wednesday at Ruwaq Al Balqafor a dinner per- 
formance at Al Zuwwadeh Restaurant. The group 's reper- 
toire includes pieces by Ricordi. Boccherini, Beethoven, 
Donizetti and Puccini. 

Jennifer Hamameh 


First things 
first 

By Jean-Claude Elias 

A stereo system, a car, a refrigerator or a 
TV set are appliances you can use and 
keep for years without feeling the need 
to upgrade or change them necessarily. 
Personal computers do not belong to this 
category of equipment. Because of the 
speed at which the characteristics and 
therefore the performance of computers 
are being updated and improved, users 
can hardly let six months pass without 
giving extra vitamins to their PCs. 

When such a moment comes, we have 
to face the harsh reality of financial con- 
straints. Very few of us are blessed with 
the grace of an unlimited budget, and so 
we start evaluating the importance of dif- 
ferent upgrade possibilities. It is by no 
means a simple task. 

The number of available options and 
improvement solutions is overwhelming, 
even for a humble home computer. 
Should we replace the CD-ROM with a 
faster one? Increase the hard disk storage 
capacity? Buy a faster modem? A faster 
Pentium CPU? A screen with higher res- 
olution? A higher quality sound card? 
The new photo-capable color ink-jet 
printer? The list goes on and on. 

Among these coveted multiple choices, 
the most obvious one often is neglected 
— the main memory. Increasing the size 
of a PC's main memory is the most sen- 
sible upgrade to start with. It is also the 
simplest and sometimes the least expen- 
sive. It is definitely the single upgrade 
that would give the computer the best 
possible “vitamin shot." and yet users 


chip talk 



don't give it enough attention. Technical 
studies have shown that in most cases 
increasing the memory size improves a 
computer's performance more than 
replacing the CPU (central processing 
unit) with a slightly faster one. Which 
means that if you are using a Pentium 
166 (P166) PC with 16 MB of RAM 
(memory), you would obtain better per- 
formance improvement by increasing the 
RAM size to 32 MB instead of replacing 
the PI 66 with a P200. Vendors of equip- 
ment and software usually try to recom- 
mend the minimum possible memory, for 
understandable marketing reasons. PC 
expens, however, estimate that you 
should at least double what is “recom- 
mended.” A practical example: for Win- 
dows 95 under regular office use, any- 
thing less than 32 MB would handicap 
the machine. Unfortunately vendors 
would tell you that 16 MB is good and 
that even as little as 8 MB would do the 
job! It's scandalous. Again, install 32 
MB at least, or even 64 if you can afford 
it, particularly if you browse the Inter- 
net. You will notice a significant overall 
improvement. If the programmes you 
run are oriented towards image or music 
processing, 64 MB becomes-a minimum, 
128 MB the truly recommended size and 
256 MB the expensive option. It is only 
after having installed a reasonable 
amount of RAM that one should consid- 
er other upgrade options like a IT" mon- 
itor or similar flashy components. 


Brotherhood: ‘Weak Parliament 5 will foster 
opposition role outside Lower House 

(Continued from page 1) lust over half the eligible v. 

fl ArtA 1 ...A aL — - 


The Cabinet traditionally resigns after a 
legislative election suggesting a possible 
reshuffle. 

“It’s possible there will be a Cabinet 
reshuffle or a change of government, we 
don’t know yet,’’ said Former Trade and 
Industry Minis ter Ali Abul Ragbeb, who 
retained his Amman Third District seal. 

Officials also said the make-up of the 
Senate, whose 40 members are appointed 
by King Hussein, could be under review. 

King Hussein said he believed that the 
elections were “free and honest” despire 
allegations of vote-rigging and low partici- 
pation. 


Just over half the eligible voters, or 
around 809,000 people, cast their ballots 
for 524 candidates in the lowest turnout 
since Jordan began a democracy push in 
1989. 

“But that does not mean the end of the 
road, we still have a lot ro do in the future 
on the path of democracy and respect of 
human rights," he said. “No country can 
link its future to one individual but collec- 
tively. leadership and people can work 
together to achieve something worthy.” 

One success fill candidate said the newly 
elected 13th Parliament had been called on 
to amend several laws and “activate” sever- 
al that have been suspending which mainly 
cover social and economic issues. 


Jordan’s new House to focus 
on domestic woes, not Israel 


(Continued from page l) 

Both deputies, in addition to six other for- 
mer Brotherhood members (who contested the 
elections but did not fare well in the polls) 
w ere dismissed from the movement for having 
violated its leadership’s decision to boycott 

The elections which were contested by 524 
candidates, including 17 women, were boy- 
cotted by the Brotherhood and the 1AF in 
addition to prominent liberal figures in die 
country in protest again st what they saw as the 
lack of public freedoms. 

Opposition groups had repeatedly 
doubts on the overall procedures of the elec- 
tions that were overseen by the Interior Min- 
istry and had forewarned of vote-rigging. 

The pro-boycott group which is formed of 
tine opposition parties led by the Islamists, 
independent opposition personalities, pronu- 
nent politic ians and professional unions have 
agreed on a “National Reform" plan “to save 


the nation and to defend democracy.” The 
group’ in clear defiance of the government's 
efforts to enhance credibility in the elections, 
said it will launch the programme directly 
after the elections in a national conference that 
will define the future plan of action “to solve 
the political crisis the country is passing 
through.” 

“It is not necessary to be in Parliament to 
exercis*your right to monitor the performance 
of government,” Mr. Abu Baker said. There 
are other means such^asjhe media, political 
parties and professional associations that we 

ran USC 3S a fOIUm.” 

“Anyhow, (previous) parliaments were not 
carrying out this role (of a monitor) in a satis- 
factory manner.” he added. 

Mr. Abu Baker said that the boycotting 
group will hold meetings and seminars nation- 
wide before they endorse their programme and 
plan of action in the coming few weeks. 
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Saudis see rosy economic 
outlook but reforms needed 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia expecis its 
economy to continue its 
recovery from the financial 
blow of the Gulf War but 
experts said Tuesday the 
world's oil superpower 
would have to honour its 
commitment to reforms. 

In its annual report pre- 
sented to King Fahd in 
Riyadh, the Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agency (SAMA) 
said the non-oil economy 
grew by 3.7 per cent in 
1996 and predicted equiva- 
lent rates in 1997 and the 
following years. 

A surge in oil prices, con- 
pled. with lower imports 
and a slowdown in financial 
transfers, turned a persis- 
tent balance of payments 
deficit into a surplus in 
1996. 

The trend is expected to 
continue in the coming 
years, according to the 
SAMA report, carried by 
the official Saudi Press 
Agency. 

Inflation was brought 
under control last year 
while the budget deficit was 
slashed from 14.6 per cent 
of gross domestic product 
(GDP) in 1992 to 3.7 per 
cent in 1996. 

It hit an all time high of 
more than S30 billion in 
1991 because of huge pay- 
ments for the liberation of 
Kuwait from Iraq. 

“There is an optimistic 
outlook for the economy 
during the remaining years 


of the sixth development 
plan," running from 1995- 
2000, Hamad Al Sayari, the 
governor of SAMA which 
is the country’s central 
bank, told King Fahd. 

“We are now counting on 
the private sector after the 
slate created all factors that 
will spur growth to attract 
its investment in feasible 
projects," he said. 

“This will contribute to 
better utilisation of national 
resources, diversification of 
income sources and sup- 
porting the GDP, 7 * Mr. Al 
Sayari added. 

Although it sits atop a 
quarter of the global oil 
wealth, the Arab Gulf state 
has been hit hard by the 
Gulf War payments, which 
exceeded S50 billion. 

Apart from a surge in its 
balance of payments and 
budget deficits, such pay- 
ments nearly drained its 
reserves and forced it to 
tighten expenditure and 
borrow' from international 
markets for the first time. 

“What Saudi Arabia 
needs now is a real and 
well-defined economic 
reform programme. I think 
privatisations will play a 
vital role in growth and in 
offsetting any cuts in 
expenditure by the govern- 
ment given its immense 
potential." said Disan Abu 
Huleika. a prominent Saudi 
economist 

Setting the stage for the 
kingdom to raise its oil out- 


put Oil Minister Ali Al 
Naimi said Monday thai 
OPEC should boost its offi- 
cial ceiling by between one 
million and two million 
barrels per day to take 
advantage of strong 
demand. 

The oil ministers of the 
II -nation group are due to 
meet in Jakarta on Nov. 26 
to fix a new output ceiling 
for the first half of 1998, 
when oil demand is project- 
ed ro grow above the cur- 
rent 73 million barrels per 

day (bpd). 

Oil experts said Mr. 
Naimi *s call implied a 
demand to increase the 
kingdom's prodution quota 
of eight million bpd, 
unchanged since 1993. 

“The Saudis may be eye- 
ing more revenues and may 
be trying to tap their large 
surplus capacity. But 
whether there will be an 
increase in such revenues 
depends on prices, which 
could drop under the pres- 
sure of higher output." one 
expen said. 

Economists said Saudi 
Arabia needed additional 
funds to finance growing 
domestic development 
needs and large defence 
purchases. 

It is also facing a payment 
of nearly S7.5 billion for 61 
aircraft ordered by Saudi 
Arabian Airlines in 1995 
from the U.S. manufactur- 
ers Boeing and McDonnell 
Douglas. 


Arab Gulf 
countries 
haggling 
over tariff 
level 
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Oman campaigning to 
‘nationalise’ labour pool 


MUSCAT (AFP) — Oman, 
which is experiencing record 
population growth, is leading 
the way among Gulf countries 
in slashing the foreign-domi- 
nated labour pool to secure 
jobs for its own people. 

Oman, like its neighbours 
threatened with unemploy- 
ment of its own citizens whom 
the public sector can no longer 
absorb, began setting quotas 
in 1984 for private-sector 
employment of Omanis. 

Banks, the first to be target- 
ted. must employ nine Oman- 
is for every 10 staff members, 
while insurance, trade, indus- 
try, construction and hotels 
have minimum quotas for 
Omanis ranging from 15 to 60 
percent 

Employers are threatened 
with denial of visas for 
importing labour, loss of pub- 
lic sector contracts and fines if 
they fail to fill their quotas by 
die end of 1997. 


Other countries in the region 
where millions of Asians 
work are beginning to imitate 
this policy but are meeting 
resistance from employers. 

“I believe that ‘Omanisa- 
rion” cannot be based on con- 
verting the private sector into 
charitable institutions' forcing 
it to absorb nationals.” said 
KhamisAl Hashar, a business- 
man from Muscat. 

Omani Chamber of Com- 
merce Vice President Jamil 
AJ-Sultan said: “We are ask- 
ing for time. The negative part 
is productivity; the private 
sector is looking for profit." 

However, he said it is less 
expensive to train an Omani to 
perform a task than to import 
a qualified technician for 
whom the employer must pay 
housing, food, transportation, 
children's education and a 
roundrrip ticket home every 
year in addition to a salary. 

The employer also has to 


pay a 5-per cent tax on a for- 
eigner's salary and cover his 
medical expenses, while med- 
ical care is free for Omanis. 

“You have to create people 
who are creative who put in 
more than they receive rather 
than sitting on their back- 
sides." said: Hashar. 

‘Tve had to absorb people 
who didn't fit in or whose pro- 
duction is below require- 
ment." he said. 

Because Oman's population 
of 2.2 million residents is 
increasing at a rate of 3.7 per 
cent per year, the highest 
growth rate on the Arabian 
Peninsula, and more than half 
of the population is under the 
age of 20, the country feces 
the worst potential unemploy- 
ment problem in the region. 

Omanis make up only 30 
per cent of the country’s 
workforce, with most of them 
employed in the public sector 
including the military. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
Gulf states are still haggling 
over the level of a proposed 
common tariff that will pave 
the way for long-sought cus- 
toms union, a Gulf official 
has said. 

The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries, 
seeking to merge their 
economies into a common 
marker, have finished the 
classification of most foreign 
products that will be either 
taxed or exempted, said GCC 
assistant secretary general for 
economic affairs, Abdullah 
Saleh Al Khulaifi. 

“The level of the unified 
customs union is still under 
discussion in the GCC. There 
are suggestions that it should 
range between zero and 12 
per cent." he told the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) busi- 
ness weekly Emirates Today. 

A customs union in the 
GCC states was stipulated in 
the economic pact they 
signed two years after they 
created their political, 

defence and economic 

alliance in 19S1. 

They have set a five-year 
timetable for the tariff unifi- 
cation but the project has 
been held up by differences 
on the tariff levels and the 
foreign products to be 
exempted. 

“The economic pact set a 
five-year period for the cus- 
toms unification. But nearly 
IS years have passed and we 
have not achieved it," Me 
Khulaifi said. 

GCC finance and economy 
ministers held a fresh round 
of talks on the issue in Qatar 
last week but again failed to 
reach agreement. 

Experts said the main hur- 
dle is the wide gap in duties 
imposed in the oil-rich Gulf 
bloc, with some members 
levying up to 25 per cent and 
others maintaining tariffs at 
as low as one to four per cenL 

Bahrain, the member with 
the highest tariffs, has 
expressed reservations over 
lowering its duties as this will 
hit its income given its negli- 
gible oil wealth. But there has 
been a proposal for setting up 
a customs revenue fund to 
compensate members which 
lose from tariff cuts. 

GCC leaders will again dis- 
cuss the customs plans at 
their annual summit in 
Kuwait next month. But they 
will unlikely reach a final 
agreement on the project as 
there still are more than 200 
products to be classified. 


ARIES 

(March 21 to April 19) There’s a confrontation today 
between a friend and an older person. Use your consid- 
erable influence and have things go your way. This will 
draw attention to you. but that's OK. If you feel strong- 
ly about something, vou should stand up and be heard. 
TAURUS 

(April 20 to May 20) For the next few weeks, people 
are in the mood to talk freely. Better be careful if you 
have any secrets, especially concerning money. If 
you've done anything with yours that you didn't tell 
your spouse about watch out. Better get ready to 
explain your reasoning 

GEMINI 

(May 21 to June 21 ) You generally win arguments, but 
this will be more difficult for the next couple weeks. 
It’s almost as if the other side is better equipped now 
than it was before. The good news is that you will be 
learning a lot. so don't worn - about it. 

MOON CHILDREN 

(June 22 to July 21 1 If you've been thinking about 
going back to school, get busy. Find out how much 
money the other people in your household can afford to 
contribute to that effort. You'll learn pretty easily dur- 
ing this phase, and it might even help your career. So 
be thinkine about that. 

LEO 

(July 22 to August 21 ) Think things over carefully and 
make a decision you can live with for a long time. The 
truth has been hidden, but now it will be revealed. So 
ask questions. In the area of romance, this could make 
for a very interestins evening. 

VIRGO 

( August 22 to September 22) You will be going more 
talking to people you live with today. You’ll be finding 
things that were lost, too — like a hardwood floor 
under the carpet in your new house, for instance. This 
condition goes into effect this afternoon. Have fun with 
it. 

LIBRA 

(September 23 to October 22 ) Normally, you don’t like 
to be pinned down to one thing or another. Today you 
have to choose, concerning a romantic relationship. 
Take the option that's the more unusual. It will work 
out fine for both of you. Later this on this evening, go 
ahead and push vourself. 

SCORPIO 

(October 23 to November 2 1 ) How long have you been 
putting off buying that new appliance you need? You 
may have been reluctant to spend the cash. Well, it 
looks like the item in question is just about worn out. 
Better get another before you’re forced to live without 
it. 

SAGITTARIUS 

(November 22 to December 21 ) Take your time mak- 
ing decisions. You may have to live with these choices 
for a long-time. You are a very interesting person, and 
now you'll find it even easier to communicate your 
ideas. Practice tonight on a group of vour friends. 

"capricorn 

(December 22 io January 20) Is somebody asking for 
a loan? If so. be nice but firm. Keep most of your 
money to yourself. Secrets will be revealed during’ the 
next few weeks. So. if you have any, you’d better tidy 
them up. Thev mav be out in public soon. 

AQUARIUS 

(January 21 to February 19) All sorts of interesting 
information will be coming out for the next few 
months. Some of it has been hidden for hundreds of 
years. Truth is often stranger than fiction, and that’ll be 
the case today. Lots of this new information is to your 
advantage, so keep vour ears open. 

PISCES 

(February 20 to March 20) You’ll learn a lot today, 
whether you want to or not. A person you thought quite 
highly of may turn out to be a disappointment. It’s bet- 
ter to find out now. Do the homework and get the facts. 
Don’t just believe idle gossip. 
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Birthstone of November: Topaz — Tiger's Eye 


ARIES 

(March 21 to April I Q > You're going M have to toe the 
line. Somebodv's going to be telling you uhal to do 
and how to do it. There's no point in arguing, cither. He 
or she has the authority. Plan some >ort of unusual 
activity with your friends tonight. The crazier the Nrl- 

TAURUS 

(April 20 to May 20) You think things over carefully i 0 
make sure you : re right. Because you do tnat. quite 
often vou are right. At least you think so. But Scorpios 
a nd Aquarians go through the same procedure. Thej re 
right too. but in a different wav Don t just teach: also 
leant. 

GEMINI 

(May 21 to June 21 ) On the one hand, there are all sons 
of interesting things to do and fascinating people to be 
with. On the other hand, you need to make a living. So 
you're going to have to juggle. L ntortunately, some of 
the most fun things to do are happening at the same 
time. Accept the challenge. 

MOON CHILDREN 

(June 22 to July 21) You're feeling a little hit of pres- 
sure about money matters. This will be mure noticeable 
in the afternoon. Get an agreement settled with your 
partner early. Tie up loose ends so there s nothing 
you’re unsure about. Then it's time to go out shopping! 
LEO 

(July 22 to August 21 ) You're studying the issue care- 
fully, and so is everyone else. Your partner is going to 
be very' slow to act. That's because he or she has got a 
lot of details to work through. You're laying a founda- 
tion. Take vour time and do it carefully. 

VIRGO 

(August 22 to September 22 1 It looks like you'll have 
to study to do the job today. This is not w hat you would 
prefer. You'd like to just stick with your routine. It’s a 
lot easier. Today you're going to have to learn how to 
do something a little bit differently, but that’s OK. 
You're up for it 

LIBRA 

(September 23 to October 22 » Confer about persistent 
problem with someone who comes from a different 
background. Such a person could give you extremely 
beneficial advice. What's even more interesting, it's 
something you never would have thought of bv vourself. 
SCORPIO 

(October 23 to November 2 1 ) Something is going to be 
shifted around or changed at home. Make sure your 
needs are taken into account. You'd better stay in 
tonight and make sure your needs are taken into 
account. You’d better stay in tonight and make sure that 
happens. You don’t want to come home find things 
completely disrupted, or painted bright turquoise. 
SAGITTARIUS 

(November 22 to December 2 1 ) There are interesting 
people and things to do everywhere you turn. Some- 
thing requires your full participation, however. You 
want to get totally involved, but there's an obstacle. 
Whatever it is, resolve it quickly so you have more time 
to devote to this new endeavour. 

CAPRICORN 

(December 22 to January 20) There's not quite enough 
in the kitty for you to do something with your friends 
tonight. Don't let the shortage of funds ruin everything. 
There’s a way to have a great time after all. It just 
means vou have to be more creative. Not a problem. 
AQUARIUS 

(January 21 to February 19) You may still be feeling j 
cranky this morning. By afternoon, you should be in an 
excellent mood. Save all major decisions and negotia- 
tions for then. If you're hassling with an older person, 
your chances of success are better as the dav continues. 
PISCES 

(February 20 to March 20) You are a very flexible per- 
son. You can actually be the lubricant that gets the 
wheels turning. Help two stubborn individuals under- 
stand what’s going on. You are the person who keep the 
dream alive. Keep them motivated through your own 
enthusiasm. 


Birthstone of November: Topaz — Tiger’s Eye 


THE Daily Crossword 


AC.ROSS 
1 Tells a good 
one 

6 Worm or hat 
start 

10 Some trucks 

14 “Sakes— T 

15 Tied 

16 Put — writing 

17 City coin 
guzzler ** 

18 Snow field 

19 Fr. composer 

20 Be up 

21 Spring 
harbinger 

24 Cara or Papas 

26 Like a pretzel 

27 Elegant 

28 Printing 
direction 

31 In pieces 

32 Soar 

37 Libertine 

38 Equally 

39 Ceremony 

40 Kind of peach 

42 Corolla part 

43 Look furtively 

44 Opera highfights 

45 Cagier 

49 Crotchety 

50 Timid one 

54 Hem's partner 

57 Some bills 

58 Olympic 
Stadium pro 

59 Exhilarate 

61 Folk tale heavy 

62 Adolescent 

63 Squabbled 

64 Charges 

65 — of Cleves 

66 Purposes 
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by Virginia Yates 


DOWN 

1 Door part 

2 Olive genus 

3 Small gull 

4 Holiday time 

5 Ophidian 

6 Have a hunch 

7 Currier’s partner 

8 Appropriation 

9 Had down pat 

10 Fancy digs 

11 In anyway 

12 Certain African 


13 White 

22 Anonymous: 
abbr. 

23 Comparison 
words 

25 Street show 

27 Practice boxing 

28 Lizard 

29 Tot 

30 Before 

31 Sandy's bark 

32 Kind of gin 

33 Fishing basket 

34 Wright’s flight 
sight 

35 Greek letters 

36 — Aviv 
38 Downed 

41 Nimble 

42 Fat cats? 

44 Librarian’s word 

45 Humbuggery 


OI3LJQD □□□□ 
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□□□□ nun HHQHcia 
□□□mEUEQHHQOEOD 
□□□□□□ OQQ ULTDH 
□ElOQQ □□□□□ □□□ 

■ □□□□ DOE ■ 

LJLiUUDOD □□□□□□□ 

[!□□□ HQQDDBQQDEil 
□QQQ □□□□□ BDOO 
□Baa □□□□□ □□□□ 
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46 Forward thrust 52 The yoke’s on 

47 Grenoble’s river them 


48 Curves 53 Aboveboard 

49 Word with wall 55 To — (just so) 


or broke 
51 Mild cheese 


56 Marries 
60 Mauna — 



T/Vhat have you got that won’t look 
disgusting if my husband talks 
with his mouth full?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Honri Arnold and MDta Arg H ot 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one le&er to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Getfem. Winnem. and 
BKJem, please hold 


CAFTE 


vh 


Oi writam Madt Saifcu, ine. 
UR0*nu*wL 


TESCA 


CHAPER 


CLOSIA 


-I F— -a ] 

THIS WILL MAKE 
A LAWYER 
euccse&FU- 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. . 


(Answers Monday): 

Ttesterday’s I Ambles: GAMUT CRUSH BEHALF EUCIT 
Answer What a haunted house becomes on 

Halloween - A FRIGHT SITE " " * 
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Business & Finance 



Jordan’s textile exports depend 
on U.S. quotas on Far East sales 


** IN A working paper about developing 
textile exports to European countries, the 
general manager of the Jordanian textile 
company CJC said that expons of flannel 
shirts to the U.S. depend upon the quota 
that Washington imposes on Far East 
exports. The genera] manager. Samir 
Maqdab, expected Jordanian flannel shin 
exports to the U.S. market to decline this 
year because Washington has eased the 
quotas on the volumes exported from Far 
East countries. 

Mr. Maqdah said almost every Jordan* 
ian textile plant operated a production 
line to manufacture flannel shins last year 
due to the restrictions that Washington 
imposed on the Far East products. Noting 
that the U.S., Europe and Russia are the 
most important markets for Jordanian 
flannel shirts, Mr. Maqdab stressed that 
Jordanian firms have ro develop quality 
and to be quick in delivery. 

The general manager also stressed the 
importance of supporting industries such 
as packaging and shipping to be more 
efficient and precise. He said that 
importers usually require high quality, 
low prices and suitable delivery time and. 
in this respect. Jordanians are considered 
die best foreign exporters. 

Noting that production costs in Jordan 


are higher than in the Far East, Mr. Maq- 
dah saw the possibility of lowering such 
costs by implementing advanced technol- 
ogy and calculated production plans as 
well as pricing and development systems. 
He said Jordanians lack the marketing tal- 
ents and, as such, “marketing operations 
in Jordan are considered to be the weak 
points in the textile industry due to the 
lack of marketing strategies.” 

According to Mr. Maqdah, the textile 
industry employs more than 20.000 
workers who represent about 20 per cent 
of the industrial workforce. The textile 
exports represent 4.71 per cent of total 
Jordanian exports, he pointed out. 

He indicated that the total registered 
and invested capital in the textile industry 
amounted to JDI1J.66 million in I997 - . 
The sector, he added, includes 1,143 
firms hut only 300 of those are big plants 
that employ 300 workers. 

Mr. Maqdah estimated the working cap- 
ital of all die firms to be about JD600 mil- 
lion. He said that exports of textiles and 
ready-made cloihes have increased firom 
JD34 million in 1 994 to JD49 million in 
1996. One-third of the textile exports and 
16 per cent of ready-made clothes go to 
Arab countries, he concluded (A1 
Aswaq). 
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Uajor Currencies & Cross Rates 


US Dollar 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 
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Egyptian 

02941 

0.2082 
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0.1109 

1.0703 

0.0891 
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Energy 

Brent 19.11 19.19 

W.Texa 20.64 20.61 

Bonny 19/11" 19-19 

Dubai tjfL55 ' 19.00 

UL Gas 180.00 192.00 


Mid-East Currencies 


SARlyal 0.2667 0.4602 0.15938 0/17569 32.6904 

AE Dirham (X2723 046986 0.16274 038361 33.3812 

KW Dinar 3/3003 5.69476 1.97239 4.649 404531 

BH Dinar : 03770 457668 158529 3J3SB2 3^203 

CY Pound 1.9654 35895 1.1738 2.78CT 240.779 
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British membership of single currency 
would boost City of London — Brittan 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Early British membership 
of a single European cur- 
rency would be a major 
boost to the City of Lon- 
don’s status as Europe’s 
top financial centre, 
Britain’s senior European 
Commissioner has said. 

But refusal to join mone- 
tary union would signifi- 
cantly limit London and 
Britain's ability to compete 
with European rivals. Sir 
Leon Brittan warned. 

In a speech to the Insur- 
ance Institute of London, 
Sir Brittan said he was con- 
vinced the Euro would be 
launched on schedule in 
1999. 

“The legal framework is 
in place; the technical 
preparations are well 
advanced; and the econom- 
ic conditions for a soundly- 
based EMU, despite some 
recent alarms and excur- 
sions. seem steadily to be 
improving," he said. 

“Perhaps most important- 
ly, I think that Europe’s 
leaders have passed the 
political point of no- 
return," he added. 

Sir Brittan welcomed 
signs that Britain seemed 
to be moving towards join- 
ing EMU soon after the 
launch. 

“As a deregulated, com- 


petitive economy with a 
flexible workforce and a 
dynamic financial sector, 
the U.K., of all the poten- 
tial participants, is perhaps 
the best-placed to reap the 
benefits of EMU," he said. 

Early British member- 
ship would boost the City’s 
role at the expense of 
Frankfurt and Paris, 
notably by creating an 
incentive for the European 
Central Bank to conduct a 
significant share of money 
market operations in Lon- 
don’s liquid markets, Sir 
Brittan argued. 

The City would also be a 
conduit for non-EU 
investors, borrowers, , and 
issuers to gain access to the 
euro area; EMU would 
reduce currency barriers to 
further consolidation of 
wholesale markets in Lon- 
don. 

If the euro becomes a 
reserve currency, euro- 
denominated bond markets 
could double in size, with 
the City gaining a sizeable 
share of this. Sir Brittan 
said. 

Meanwhile, fifty-seven 
per cent of Britons do not 
want their country to aban- 
don the pound sterling and 
adopt the single European 
currency, according to a 
survey published in the 


Sun newspaper. 

Thirty-rwo per cent of 
them want to take part in 
the euro while 1 1 per cent 
said they could not decide. 

Forty-two per cent of 
those surveyed said 
Britain’s economy would 
suffer if it joined the euro 
while 27 per cent thought it 
would benefit and 18 per 
cent said it would make no 
difference. 

The figures support those 
of a poll published by the 
Financial limes which said 
6 1 per cent of those ques- 
tioned wanted to keep the 
pound sterling and only 15 
per cent would accept the 
euro. 

The remainder supported 
having both currencies. 

The Labour Party which 
came to power in a land- 
slide election victory in 
May have pledged to hold a 
referendum for the euro if 
they decide to enter. Coun- 
tries can decide against 
joining the euro under a 
special clause in the Euro- 
pean Union treaty. 

The government has not 
yet made its position 
known but it has taken a 
more conciliatory approach 
toward its European LJnion 
partners than its Conserva- 
tive predecessor. 

But it has virtually ruled 


out admission to monetary 
union when the single cur- 
rency is launched, saying 
there were too many obsta- 
cles such as differences 
between Britain's econom- 
ic cycles and those in the 
rest of Europe. 

London must announce 
before Dec. 31 whether it 
wants to join the first wave 
of membership planned for 

Jan. 1.1999. 

In Washington, U.S. 
Deputy Treasury Secretary 
Lawrence Summer said 
Europe's conversion to a 
single currency will be a 
landmark occurence but 
control of the dollar will 
remain in U.S. hands. 

“We do not believe there 
is any intrinsic reason why 
the preparations for a sin- 
gle currency that have hith- 
erto been announced 
should trigger any signifi- 
cant rise in volatility," Mr. 
Summers said in testimony 
prepared for the Senate 
Budget Committee. 

“At any rate, over time, 
any such increase should 
subside as markets become 
accustomed to the new 
environment," he said. 

Mr. Summer said, in fact, 
that it was perfectly possi- 
ble that adopting the euro 
will make the currency 
markets more stable. 


Holiday Inn chain picks Cairo for its biggest hotel 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Hol- 
iday Inn hotel chain has 
started work here this week 
on what will be the largest 
of the 2,100 hotels it owns 
or runs around the world. 

“It will be the largest of 
our hotels around the world 
and will be completed in 
the year 2000," the group’s 
Cairo public relations 
director, Nagla Abul 
KheLr.has said. 

“This project for the new 


millenium. which will cost 
more than $100 million, 
marks Holiday Hospitali- 
ty's reentry into this 
expanding Egyptian market 
in a big way,” she added. 

Holiday Hospitality is the 
new name adopted by Holi- 
day Inn in August for its 
worldwide activities. 

The 10-storey hotel is 
being built in the northern 
Cairo residential suburb of 
Heliopolis, home to both 


the presidential palace and 
the prime minister’s resi- 
dence. 

Surrounded by 10,000 
square metres of gardens, 
the Holiday Inn Plaza Con- 
ference Centre Heliopolis, 
as the hotel will be known, 
will have 600 rooms and 80 
luxury suites for visiting 
royalty and heads of state. 

Two floors will be 
reserved for businessmen 
and there will be two con- 


ference halls able to cater 
for 1,000 people each. 

The hotel chain already 
owns two hotels on Egypt's 
Red Sea coast: one at Safa- 
ga. which opened in 1995, 
and another at Hurghada 
which has just been com- 
pleted. 

A third horel at Sharm Al 
Sheikh in the southern 
Sinai peninsula is due for 
completion in 1999. 
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ORGANIZED' MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR HEDENSDAT 06/11/1997 


PAST 12 MONTHS 
HIGH L6U 


COMPANY ‘ S NAME 

P / B 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

9 

BANK OF JORDAN 

6.2 

0.00 

1 

MID. EAST XNV.BX. 

73.6 

0.00 

2 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 

10.3 

fi.ll 

11 

THE HOUSING BK. 

15.2 

3.80 

19 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

! 11.6 

0.00 

1 

JOR. GULF BANK 

4.7 

B.B6 

3 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

14.4 

3.38 

a 

JOR. INV. FIN. BANK 

24.5 

0.00 

l 


NO. OF 
SHARES 


VALUE OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 

TRADED PRICE PRICE 

JO 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 236.70 *CHG: -0.02 


2.020 1.590 JOB FRENCH INSUR. 


1.95 . 084- 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX! 116.93 iCHQi *0.43 


JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.1 

5.29 

IRS ID ELECTRICITY 

19.7 

3.47 

VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 

7.8 

4.93 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

12.3 

5.00 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

EARKA EDUCATION 

« 

0.00 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.3 

6.32 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX i 110.03 ECHO i -0.09 



192039 

175000 

343750 

15290 

665 

28911 

1170 

2602 

694 

987 

890 

155 

3872 

122 

256 

2183 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 115 

.80 *CHG: 

-0.33 

160 

254250 

628208 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 170.56 *CHG: 

-0.13 

266 

467969 

1710987 






PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

WBDBHSDAY 05/11/1997 




.610 

.380 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

10.4 

0.00 

2 

1500 

575 

.38 

.39 

.01* 


1.060 

TARA FOR INVESTMENT 

78.7 

0.00 

2 

400 

472 

1.22 

1.20 

.02- 

■ S00 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

2 

5000 

1350 

.77 

.77 


.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

8 

13500 

5480 

.40 

.41 

.01* 

N .950 

.720 

AL-SHARQ INV. CO. 

p 

0.00 

7 

60200 

51170 

.90 

.85 

.05- 

.400 

.200 

JOR . XMDS . MATCH- JEMOO 

g 

0.00 

2 

2000 

400 

.20 

.20 


.640 

.350 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

9 

4500 

1575 

.35 

.35 

m 


.400 

NATL. MULT. ENG. KAMI CO 

9 

0.00 

11 

13SOO 

5670 

.43 

.42 

.01- 

.660 

.580 

MIDEAST PHAHM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

10 

27995 

10918 

.63 

.65 

.02* 

.860 

.640 

1NDS. CERAMIC 

16.8 

0.00 

3 

1497 

958 

.64 

.64 

- 




E 

o.oo 

10 

10000 

6300 

.63 

.63 

— 

1.020 

.720 

ARAB I NT. FOOD FACT. 

48.2 

0.00 

10 

14300 

14285 

.95 

1.00 

.05* 

GRAND TOTAL 





76 

154392 

99153 





Foreign 

investors 

return 

toAFM 

By Issam Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Foreign 
investors Wednesday con- 
cluded three major deals at 
the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket t AFM ) to buy shares in 
the banking, industrial, 
and housing sectors as well 
as in the phosphate and 
potash industries. 

However, these investors 
concluded a medium deal 
to sell shares in the Jordan 
Cement Factories Compa- 
ny amidst speculations that 
demand for purchasing 
Housing Bank shares was 
on the increase. 

Mr. Daoud Qishta. a bro- 
ker at AFM. said foreign 
investors has been active in 
the AFM this week, adding 
that the focus of foreign 
investors was on the shares 
of the industrial and bank- 
ing sectors. 

He expected the demand 
for such shares to increase 
next week. 

However. local brokers 
concluded deals on behalf 
of foreign investors. The 
deals included the purchase 
of shares from the Housing 
Bank worth JD729, 1 00, 
shares from the Potash 
company worth JD 175.000 
and shares from the phos- 
phate company worth 
JD 175.000, according to 
the middlemen. 

These companies had the 
highest circulation of 
shares in Wednesday's 
dealings which totalled 
JD1.8 million. However, 
the standard overall price 
index lost 21 per cent and 
the ratio of the wining to 
the losing shares was 12 to 
23. 

The industrial sector led 
with a total dealing 
amounting to approximate- 
ly one million dinars. One 
company has made profits 
while 13 companies have 
sustained losses. 

Oman, India 
to set up joint 
chemical 
products plant 

ML' SC AT (AFP) — Oman 
and India concluded an agree- 
ment Thursday to build a 
chemical products factory in 
Oman for $1.1 billion, the 
official ONA news agency 
has said. 

The factoiy, which is sched- 
uled to begin production in 
2000, will be built in the city 
of Sur, 200 kilometres (124 
miles) south of Muscat. 

It is to produce about 

400.000 tonnes of urea and 

200.000 tonnes of ammonia 
for the Indian market 

Construction is set to begin 
in 1998. The Omani state oil 
company holds 50 per cent of 
the factory’s capital, with the 
rest owned by two Indian 
state companies. 

The agreement was signed 
by Omani Trade and Industry 
Minister Makbul Ben Ali Sul- 
tan and Indian Petrochemical 
Minister Anmchal am. Oman, 
which produces 900,000 bar- 
rels a day of oil, is not a mem- 
ber of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries. It has oil reserves of 
about five billion barrels. 
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Inter through but Liverpool 


out of UEFA Cup 


PARIS (AFP) — Inter 
Milan overturned their 
deficit against Lyon to 
move into the UEFA Cup 
third round but Liverpool 
failed to come back against 
Strasbourg in the pick of 
Tuesday’s matches. 

France, with a record 
seven entries in the compe- 
tition, now only have 
Auxerre, who put out OFI 
Crete, and Strasbourg in the 
draw for the last 16. 

Inter Milan erased their 2- 
I defeat at San Siro with a 
rainswept 3-1 victory over 
Lyon in a match which 
made a nonsense of statis- 


tics. 

French newspaper 

L’Equipe on Tuesday 
announced 96 per cent of 
teams which win 2-1 away 
win the tie. But mere figures 
are often meaningless and it 
was not a major surprise 
that the southern French 
outfit failed to grab ±e ini- 
tiative. 

Francesco Moriero 
opened the scoring in the 
ninth minute to make it 2-2 
on aggregate and 
Frenchman Benoit Cauet 
added Inter's second of the 
night soon after the re-start 

But it took another goal 
from Moriero in the 69th 
minute to seal the second 
round tie, after Lyon’s 
Polish defender Jasek Bak 
had made it all-square on 
aggregate in the 67th 
minute. 

Though Ronaldo was 
largely kept under wraps by 
the French defence. Inter 
fully deserved their win for 
showing more skill and 
determination over the 90 
minutes, despite a difficult 
start 

Strasbourg mounted a 
French blockade to with- 
stand Liverpool's strikers as 
the English club’s distant 
dreams of European glory 
ended in frustration despite 
a 2-0 victory at Anfield. 

Liverpool threw every- 
thing they could muster at 
their opponents, who held a 
3-0 lead from the first leg, 


la 



Athletic Bilbao's Jnlen Guerrero (C) is tackled by Fernando Nelson (L) of Aston Villa 
in the second round of the second leg UEFA Cup match at Villa Park . Aston Villa won 
2-1 and go through to the third round (Reuters photo) 


and only narrowly failed to 
pull off one of the most 


pull ort one or tne most 
famous results in their dis- 
tinguished history in 
European competition. 

It took 70 minuies for the 


Reds to breach the French 
resistance with a penalty 
from Robbie Fowler on 63 
minutes before German vet- 
eran Karlheinz Riedle set up 
a barnstorming finale with a 
second on 84 minutes. 

Liverpool poured forward 
in the dying minutes but 
failed to" grab the crucial 
third goal that would have 
sent the tie into extra time. 

It was a case of deja vu for 
the English giants, who last 
year went out 3-2 to Paris St 
Germain after losing the 
Cup Winners Cup semi- 
final first leg 3-0 in France. 

Aston Villa put their poor 
Premiership form behind 
them to move into the third 
round after a 2-1 victory 
over Athltico Bilbao at Villa 
Park. 

Villa midfielder Ian 
Taylor scored his first 
European goal to give his 
side an interval lead before 
he set up Trinidad star 
Dwight Yorke for Villa's 
second five minutes into-ihe-- 
second half. 

Bilbao substitute Javier 
Gonzalez pulled a goal back 
with a deflected drive after 
70 minutes moments after 
of coming on to set up a 
nerve-jangling finale, but 
the English side hung on for 
victory. 

Karlsruhe’s 1-1 draw with 
Metz was enough to put 


them through with a 3- 1 
aggregate win. 

Metz, trailing 2-0 from the 
first leg, went ahead in the 
10th minute through 
Belgium's Danny Boffin in 
a deserved goal for their 
early efforts, but Thomas 
Hassler equalized from a 
36th minute ffeekick with 
the help of a deflection off 
the wall. 

France had a poor night 
with Auxerre and 
Strasbourg going through 
but Bastia falling by the 
wayside, along with Metz 
and Lyon. 

Auxerre may have lost 3-2 
to OFI Crete at the 
Heraklion stadium, but they 
still managed to go into the 
hat for the next round after 
winning 3-1 in France two 
weeks ago. 

But Corsican side Bastia, 
who won 3-2 at home to 
Steaua Bucharest with two 


goals from Prince and one 
from Frederic Mendy, went 
out as Sreaua's 1-0 win in 
the Romanian capital saw 
them through on away 
goals. And worse for Bastia. 
Slovenian Ermin Siljak was 
sent off for a threatening 
gesture. 

In other games. Pierluigi 
Casiraghi, Roberto Mancini 
and Guiseppc Signori found 
the net for Italians Lazio as 
they beat Russians Rotor 
Volgograd 3-0 to beat them 
by the same aggregate 
score. 


Croatia Zagreb thanked 
Robert Prosinecki for his 
two goals as they beat MTK 
Budapest 2-0 on the night 
and 2-1 on aggregate. 

Other teams to go through 
include Holland's FC 
Twente Enschede and Ajax, 
Portugal's Braga and 
Austria’s Rapid Vienna. 


Music Theory Examinations 



Trinity College London 


announces that the music-theory 
examinations will be held at the 
Baptist School-Amman 
on Saturday, November 8th, 1997 
at 7:00 p.m. 

For more information please call: 

Freddy For Music Tel. 692696. 



French David Regis of German soccer club Karlsruhe 
J SC fights for the ball with Dawny Boffin (Front) of 
Metz. The match ends in a 1-1 draw and Karlsruhe 
1 reached the next round (Reuters photo) 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor 
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Jordan Society Tor Development 


Rani Hamirifl 


Welcome you to the Fall Exhibition 
" Encounter " 



On display are rugs designed by the Japanese textile designer 
Tomoko IyodoT (a member of JOCV/JICA ) 

Japan International Cooperation Agency 
woven by the Bani Hamida weavers 


C® AMF-ta &AN Women of AMMAN & 


On Thursday, 6 Nov., thro Tuesday, 25 Nov„ 1997 
at The Bani Hamida House 
1st Circle, off Rainbow St. 

_ Open daily from 8:00 ajn.-6:(X) p.m. 

Fridays & official holidays from 10:00 ajn. - &00 p.m. 










Sponsored by: BRITISH AIRWAYS 

• * 

FINE 

For more information, please rath 658696/7. 
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TEL: 634 144 


CINEMA 


TEL: 699238 
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Motor racing chief warns 


of tobacco ban dangers 


% 


. 


PARIS (AFP) — Motor racing chief Max Mosley 
pledged Formula One Grand Prix racing to reduce 
tobacco advertising on Wednesday following Britain's 
decision to lift its ban. 

“If this position is adopted by the European Union, 
the FIA is ready to introduce regulations which will 
reduce the visibility of tobacco sponsorship in 
Formula One on a worldwide basis." 

International Automobile Federation (FIA) president 
Max Mosley said in a statement. 

Otherwise, he warned, a European ban on tobacco 
advertising might force the sport to abandon Europe 
for Asia and Eastern Europe. 

“There is already substantial pressure to increase the 
number of events in Eastern Europe. Latin America 
and the Asia/Pacific region," he said- 

“In these regions, governments are prepared to 


exempt Formula One from any restriction on tobacco 
advertising. These regions are. of course, growth mar- 
kets for the tobacco industry, in contrast to the mature 
markets of Western Europe.” he added. 

His comments came on the same day the British gov- 
ernment said it had dropped plans to ban tobacco spon- 
sorship in Formula One motor racing because because 
of its “unique position” as an international sport heav- 
ily dependent on cigarette money. 

Formula One derives about SI 60 million a year from 
the tobacco industry. 

He said the FIA was willing to assist in reducing 
tobacco’s profile at Grand Prix races by banning 
tobacco adverts on drivers’ helmets and overalls. 


Italy calls 
for goal- 
watchers 


MILAN (AFP) — Italy's 
football League has thrown 
its weight behind a cam- 
paign here to introduce two 
new match officials to the 
game of soccer — a referee 
at each end just to watch 
the goalmouth. 

The campaign, fuelled by 
the Italian media, starred in 
the wake of Oliver 
Bierhoffs phantom 'goal' 
against Juventus on 
Sunday. 

Video footage showed 
the ball had crossed the line 
from Udinese’s German 
striker, just before Juventus 
defender Ciro Ferrara's 
sliding clearance. But nei- 
ther referee nor linesman 
were in a position to see the 
incident. 

The Gazzetta dello Sport 
called for two new officials 
for every football match, 
one. behind „each goal- 
mouth, to check whether 
the ball crosses the line. 
The official could also 
monitor any infringements 
— such as the infamous 
case here last season of a 
player who punched the 
ball Maradona-styled into 
the net without the referee 


noticing. 

“Other sports which have 
far less money, media 
attention and mass popu- 
larity have more match 
officials," the paper point- 
ed out. 

“There are 12 in tennis, 
seven in volleyball and five 
in basketball and hockey. 

“So why can't football 
introduce a ‘goalmouth ref- 
eree?” 

The Gazzetta, Italy's 
biggest-selling newspaper, 
claimed on Tuesday that 
the sport’s ruling body. 
FIFA, is also considering 
the idea of extra match 
officials — along with a 
more technology-based 
solution to the problem. 

However, the campaign 
took a major step forward 
on Wednesday, when 
Italian League president 
Franco Carraro threw his 
weight behind it. 

“I think it's a valid idea." 
he told the paper. “It would 
avoid phantom goals Like 
BierhofTs and also other 
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Stockholm Onen 




Muster erupts in anger 
after damaging loss 


f*jc « r\ 
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situations. 

“But the decision would 
have to be down to FIFA.” 

Highlighting what is at 
stake in the modem game. 
Carraro went on: “Up till 
now. the rules of football 
have always been the same 
throughout the world, for 
every kind of match. 

“A World Cup final with 
a television audience of 
two billion people is played 
exactly the same way as a 
game between two local 
parish teams. 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Austrian 
Thomas Muster smashed his racket in a 
fury Wednesday after a double-fault on 
match point against Karol Kucera which 
may have doomed his chances for reach- 
ing next week’s ATP World 
Championship in Germany. 

Muster, the fifth seed at this week’s 
$825,000 dollar Stockholm Open, splint- 
ed his composite racket into two jagged 
pieces as he banged it on the court sec- 
onds after losing the second-round match 
4-6, 6-3, 6-3 to the Slovakian. 

Muster’s dismal performance in just 
under two hours included being broken 
in the first and last games of the third set 
at the Kungliga Tennishalle. 

Hie 30-year-old former World No. 1 is 
now in danger of missing the cut for the 
eight-man season wrap-up next week in 
Hanover, Germany. 

Prior to the start of play on Wednesday 
at ATP Tour events in Stockholm, 
Moscow and Santiago, Muster stood 
eighth. Seven contenders were chasing 


the last three spots in the field. 

But in Modcow at the Kre mlin Cup, 
French Open champion Gustavo Kuerten 
was beaten by Czech Daniel Vacek and 
fell out of die race just minutes before 
Muster lost in the Swedish capitaL 

Muster's chances may depend on how 
well Marcelo Rios does during a 
Wednesday match in Santiago. 

Those who have already qualified for 
Hanover are Pete Sampras, Michael 
Chang, Patrick Rafter, Jonas Bjorkman 
and Greg Rusedski. 

Those still chasing are: Spainards 
Carlos Moya. Sergi Bruguera, Muster! 
Rios, Yevgeny Kafenikov and Petr 
Korda. 

Britain's Tim Henman was hoping to 
take a step into the Stockholm quarter- 
finals by winning a match against Swede 
Magnus Gustafsson. British No. 1 Greg 
Rusedski remained isolated in his hotel 
room tiying to recover from a stomach 
virus in time to play on Thursday agains 
France's Lionel Roux. 
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TELr677420 


TEL: 079 3M30 


TEL: 079 3MJ0 


PHILADELPHIA 


PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 1 


GALLERIA 2 


Ttigham Ywnnp Til— »1 IT 

TEL: 625155 


Jane Rent) & 
Patrick Brovl ... in 


Van Damme... in 


COKCOXD -I - 


THE JAGUAR 


007 

GOLDEN EYE 


DOUBLE TEAM 


Sylvester Stallone & 
Brigitte Neilson ... in 

COBRA 

(12:30,3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30) 


ABDOUN 
Walt Disney's 

HERCULES 


ABDOUN 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


coacoRB •a* 


Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5:00, 6:30 


SCREAM 


Shows: 12:30,3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


SLEEPWALKERS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


CON AIR 

Shows: 8:30, 10:45 


Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Watch out for the new ploy. . 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE . 

Starring His ham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbqs^fj- 
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Sports 


Hawks 

remain 

undefeated 

with win 

over 

Detroit 


ATLANTA (AP) — Steve 
Smith scored 15 of his 27 
points in the decisive third 
quarter and Alan Hender- 
son had another strong 
game off the bench as 
Atlanta remained unbeaten 
with an 82-71 victory over 
Detroit on Tuesday night. 

The Hawks are 3-0 for the 
first time since J990. The 
Pistons matched their fran- 
chise low for points in a 
game, tying the mark set 
against the Hawks on Jan. 
5, 1988. 

A crowd of 13.961 attend- 
ed’ the -first of Atlanta's 28 
games in the Georgia 
Ddme, normally the home 
of the NFL Falcons but 
serving as a part-time bas- 
ketball venue for the next 
[wo seasons while a new 
downtown arena is being 
built. 

Henderson finished with 

19 points, raising his season 
average to 18.7. 

• Knicks 102, Celtics 70: 
In ; New York. Patrick 
Ewing scored 26 points as 
the New York Knicks rout- 
ed boston for their 20th 
straight regular-season vic- 
tory over the Celtics. 

New York has won 10 
straight . home games 
against boston and hasn't 
lost* to the Celtics since 
1993. Boston’s point total 
was’ its lowest against New 
York since the 24-second 
shot dock was introduced 
In* 1954. 

Boston’s Rick Pitino, who 
coached; New York from 
1 987-89*.' made h is first 
appearance at Madison- 
Square Garden as an NBA 
coach since he quit the 
Knicks following a power 
straggle with former gener- 
al manager A1 Bianchi. 

• Raptors 104, Warriors 
86: In Toronto, John Wal- 
lace scored 17 points and 
Damon Stoudamire had 16 
points and 13 assists as the 
Toronto Raptors won their 
home opener. 

Toronto forced 25 
turnovers while committing 
ooly nine. Doug Christie 
had 11 points, eight 
rebounds and six assists for 
the Raptors and also played 
excellent defence against 
Latrell Sprewell. 

Sprewell. who averaged 
35 points in Golden State’s 
first two games, was held 
to 12 points. Donyell Mar- 
shall led the Warriors with 

20 points and 10 rebounds. 

• Cavaliers 80, Pacers 
77: In Cleveland. Shawn 
Kemp scored 18 points and 
rookie Brevin Knight hit a 
jumper with 4.9 seconds 
left as the Cleveland Cava- 
liers beat Indiana for their 
fust victory in a home 
opener since 1991. 

The start of the Kemp era 
in Cleveland drew 20.132 
— not quite a sellout, but 
some 5,000 more than the 
crowd for the first home 



Dale Davis (32), of the Indiana Pacers, goes up for a shot as he is guarded by 
Zydrunas Bgauskas of the Cleveland Cavaliers during first half action here at the 
Gund Arena (Reuters photo) 


game last season, they 
greeted Kemp with 
resounding cheers, then 
were treated to more fast 
breaks and whirlv-bird 
inside moves than they've 
seen in years. 

They also saw these mis- 
take-prone Cavs almost 
give the game away. Aided 
by crucial Cleveland 
turnovers and ' technical ■ 
fouls on Kemp and coach 
Mike Fratello, the Pacers 
closed a 17-point third- 
quarter deficit to one in the 
final minute. 

• Snpersonics 118, Rock- 
ets 94: In Seattle. Gary 
Payton had 27 points and 
12 assists, and the Seattle 
Supersonics held Houston’s 
Hakeem Olajuwon and 
Clyde Drexler in check to 
beat the Rockets. 

Detlef Schrempf added 
22 points and Vin Baker 20 
for Seattle. Charles 
Barkley led the Rockets 
with 17 points and 11 
rebounds. 

Olajuwon was held to 
eight points and four 
rebounds in 32 minutes, 
while Drexler finished with 
nine points in 25 minutes. 

• Bucks 110, Magic 76: 
In Milwaukee, Ray Allen 
scored 20 points and Terrell 
Brandon added 15 to lead 
Milwaukee over Orlando. 

Penny Hardaway led the 
Magic with 16 points, even 
though he only played 26 
minutes and sat out the 
fourth quarter of the 
blowout loss. 

Even with the Bucks 
starters on the bench for the 
entire final period, the 
Magic were unable to make 


a dent in the 33-point lead 
Milwaukee had built over 
three quarters. The Magic 
shot only 35 per cent from 
the field, while the Bucks 
shot 51 per cent. 

• Mavericks 92, Griz- 
zlies 87: In Dallas, Michael 
Finley scored 29 points and 
Dennis Scott added 28 as 
ffie " Dallas Mavericks 
-improved^ to 3-0. The sec- 
ond-best stan in franchise 
history. 

Dallas’ best start was 4-0 
in 1995. 

Shareef Abdur-Rahim led 
Vancouver with 28 points, 
but he failed to score in the 
fourth quarter. 

• Suns 106, Jazz 84: In 
phoenix, Kevin Johnson 
scored 23 points, including 
16-of-16 from the foul line, 
as the Phoenix Suns beat 
the Utah Jazz. 

Johnson, who came out 
midway through the third 
quarter, re-entered the 
game with 6:24 to play and 
scored five points before 
coach Danny Ainge sent in 
the reserves. 

Jason Kidd had 1 1 points. 
13 assists and seven 
rebounds for the Suns, who 
improved to 2-0. Last year, 
Phoenix opened with a 13- 
game losing streak. 

Karl Malone had 22 
points and 11 rebounds for 
the Jazz, who fell to 1-3. 

• Wizards 120, Nuggets 

96: In Denver, Juwan 

Howard had 29 points and 
13 rebounds and Rod 
Strickland had 10 assists to 
reach the 5,000 career mark 
as Washington routed win- 
less Denver. 

Tracy Murray added 20 


points for the Wizards, who 
had lost five straight and 
nine of their last 10 games 
in Denver. 

Eric Williams scored 26 
points and Danny Fortson 
22 for the Nuggets, who 
dropped to 0-3. Denver has 
lost seven straight home 
games, dating back to last 
season'" 1 * 

• TYail Blazers 122, Tim- 
berwolves 105: In Port- 
land. Oregon. Kenny 
Anderson scored 24 points, 
including 6-of-7 from 3- 
point range, and Arvydas 
Sabonis added 23 points as 
Portland beat Minnesota. 

Isaiah Rider, in his season 
debut after being suspended 
the first two games by the 
NBA for his off-court trou- 
bles, scored 20 for Port- 
land. rider started even 
though he missed Mon- 
day’s practice when he said 
he went to the wrong gym. 

Tom Gugliotta and 
Stephen Marbury scored 27 
apiece for Minnesota, play- 
ing its first road game after 
a 2-0 start at home. 

• Lakers 101, Kings 98: 
In Sacramento, California, 
Eddie Jones scored a 
career-high 35 points and 
Elden Campbell made five 
straight free throws in the 
closing minutes as the Los 
Angeles Lakers rallied to 
defeat Sacramento. 

Campbell scored 1 7 of bis 
21 points in the second half. 
Jones scored 24 points in 
the first half, when he made 
10 of 11 shots from the 
field. 

Mitch Richmond led 
Sacramento (0-3) with 24 
points. 


Agassi comes home 
to come back 

Las VEGAS f AFP) — Former World No. 1 Andre Agas- 
si. now slumped to 140th in the ATP Tour rankings, returns 
to the court here in his hometown next week at a $50,000 
challenger tour event. 

Agassi was given a wild-card entry into the event, whose 
top-rated entrant is No. 81 Grant Stafford of South Africa. 
He will also play doubles alongside coach Brad Gilbert. 
The duo also got a wild-card entry. 

Also entered is Australia’s Luke Smith, who won the 
United States national college singles and doubles crowns 
in May while playing for the University of Nevada at Las 
Vegas. 

Perry Rogers. Agassi's business manager, had said before 
the U.S. Open that Agassi would not play here because he 
“wants to play the best players in the world. 

In 13 main tour events this year, Agassi has lost eight 
tones in the first round. His record on the year is 12-1- 
Agassi last won a singles title at Cincinnati in 1996. 

■Agassi, 27, reached the fourth round of the U.S. Open 
months ago before losing to eventual champion Fat 
^fter. In his only event since, Agassi was a first roun 
loser two weeks ago ar Stuttgart, Germany. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 


AN ACE IN THE BED 


North-South vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 

*K74 

<?K83 

07 

+AKQ843 

WEST EAST 

*102 * Q 983 

A J 106 42 UQ7 

0A8642 0KQ3 

* Void +10762 

SOUTH 
*AJ65 
096 
0 J 10 9 6 
* J 95 

The bidding: 

WEST NOfiTH EAST SOUTH 

2C DM Pom 2* 

Pan 30 Pom 3* 

Pass 4* Pass Pan 

Pose 

Opening lead; Jack of O 

Underleading an ace ia usually 
unwise unless yon are thirty sort 
partner has the king. When you do 
so out of the blue for aa venal a 
motive aa securing a ru/T, it can 
backfire. 

East-West were employing a 
range of 8-11 points for opening 
bids of two in a mqjor. Even so, we 
would not consider taking that 


action with a hand bo rich in play- 
ing strength oa West's, especially 
with two aces. Nor do we like 
North's double — being simple folk, 
it seems that three clubs U a nor- 
mal action; even a g am bl in g jump 
to three no trump could be tolerat- 
ed. Finally, in the modem style 
North's three heariB asks, for a 
heart stopper rather than shows 
one. so we sympathize with South’s 
bid of three spades but North's 
raise to game in the suit opposite a 
partner, who did nothing to encour- 
age is incomprehensible. Otherwise, 
the auction was reasonable! 

Weat’e underlead of the ace of 
hearts gave South a chance. (After 
the lead of the ace of hearts and 
another, declarer cannot structure 
the play to avoid three more losers.) 
Dummy's king won, the jack of 
spades was finecssed successfully, 
and the ace of trumps was cashed. 

Now declarer started on the 
clubs, discarding a heart on the 
fourth round of the suiL East raffed 
the fifth club as declarer discarded 
a Since either a trump or 

a heart return would Oder no help 
to the defense, East tried two 
rounds of rBnmnnda. Declarer ruffed 
in dummy with the king, then led 
the last dub. Whether East ruffed 
or not. declarer’s Only losers were 
two trumps and a diamond. 
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Banished Tyson casts 
shadow over title fight 


LAS VEGAS (AFP) — 
Mike Tyson, even in ban- 
ished exile, looms large 
here, casting a shadow over 
world champions Evander 
Holyfield and Michael 
Moore r as they prepare to 
fight each other Saturday. 

In the wake of comments 
by ex -champ Tyson made 
public Monday, boxing offi- 
cials here have said Tyson’s 
possible ring return has not 
been discussed and Holy- 
field has said a third fight 
with Tyson is unlikely. 

“I don’t think 1 would 
fight him,” Holyfield said. 

World Boxing Associa- 
tion champion Holyfield 
and International Boxing 
Federation champion Moor- 
er will meet in the first title 
bout here since Tyson was 
disqualified for biting both 
of Holyfield’s ears in June. 

“He’s sorry," Holyfield 
said. “He did it out of anger. 
Pressure makes people react 
like that when they’re not 
acustomed to pressure. I 
love him. I forgive him. It’s 
not so much that he has to 
apologize. He did already.” 

Tyson, after his apology, 
was banished from boxing 
for his actions, although he 
can appeal his status next 
July. But Tyson said in a 
broadcast interview aired 
Monday he doubts he will 
be allowed to return. 

“I really think I will be 
banned for the rest of my 
life,” Tyson said. U I truly 
think everyone hates me. 
No one is punished more 
than I am. But I understand. 
I’m a big boy. Big boys 
have big ordeals to deal 
with.” 

Nevada State Athletic 
Commission chairman Elias 
Ghanem and executive 
director ^larc Ratner both 
said Tyson has_jiQ grounds' 
to feel his fate has been pre- 
ordained. 

“The commission hasn’t 
talked about him or his sus- 
pension and we don’t know 
what we’re going to do," 
Ghanem said. "A lot 
depends on his behavoir the 
rest of the way. 

“Mike Tyson has to prove 
to the commission, and the 
rest of the world, that he has 
rehabilitated himself. He 
has to admit to the terrible 
thing he did that night He 
has to make a 180-degree 
turn.” 

Tyson said Monday that 
ripping a chunk from Holy- 
field’s ear was desperate 
and shameful, adding, “I 
shouldn’t have done that 
Just for that one moment I 
forgot he was a human 
being. I just snapped.” 

Tyson is recovering from 
a broken rib and punctured 
lung suffered Friday after a 
motorcycle accident in 
Connecticut. 

Tbe convicted rapist's 
absence has removed the 
“anything could happen" 
thrill from the heavyweight 
division. Holyfield is a pop- 
ular champion but Satur- 
day's fight is not sold out. 
About 12,000 spectators are 





Evander Holyfield (L) works out with his nephew William Holyfield at the Mirage 
Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas. Holyfield, the WBA heavyweight champ, will meet 
Michael Moorer, IBF heavyweight champ, on November 8 at the Thomas & Mack 
Center in Las Vegas (Reuters photo) 




IBF heavyweight champ Michael Moorer (R) works on his timing with trainer Fred- 
die Roach at the Mirage Hotel and Casino. Moorer will take on WBA heavyweight 
champ Evander Holyfield Saturday (Reuters photo) 


expected. 

“Everyone considers 
Mike Tyson to be ’The 
Man’ in the heavyweight 
division,” Moorer said. 
“People are going by Tyson 
because years ago he used 
to blow through the heavy- 
weight division. Evander 
put a stop to all that But 
people have to remember 
that was not the Mike Tyson 
who blew by everybody.” 

Still, Tyson's proven abil- 
ity to make big money for 
promoters and lure high 
pay-per-view television 
audiences will also be a fac- 
tor in whether or not he is 
allowed to return. 

Boxing might need Tyson 
as much as he needs boxing. 

“When you talk about 
money and fear and hoopla, 
there's no one like Mike,” 
ex-fighter and television 
commentator Bobby Czyz 
said. “Mike generates 
tonnes of money — for 
himself, for hotels, for net- 
works.” 


The calmer atmosphere 
might lead to a unified title 
for the first Lime since 1 992, 
when now-retired Riddick 
Bowe dropped the World 
Boxing Council belt in a 
trash can after beating 
Holyfield for a unified 
crown. 

Lennox Lewis now owns 
the WBC title and Holyfield 
has already said he wants to 
fight the Brit next if he 


beats Moorer, whose pro- 
moters have not committed 
to such a showdown. 

Discounting Tyson’s tri- 
umph over Bruce Seldon 
here last year, when Tyson 
surrendered one title after 
winning another, this will 
be the first fight to combine 
two crowns since Tyson 
unified the championship in 
1987. 


DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

Ground Moor with garden, garage & telephone. 3 bedrooms (one 
master), 3 bathrooms, 3 balconies (one terrace). Living, dnhg, sitting 
all open space-300 sq.m. Could be used as a regional office. A/so a 
first floor apartment (semi-villa) with the same spec3ications-300 
sq.m. Location; Exes lent in Shmeisani, opposite DA ROT EL. 

Please contact owner at Tel.: 605480 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. and 5-8 p.m. 



• SALE OF SURPLUS ITEMS 

The United Nations Economic and Social Com- 
mission for Western Asia (ESCWA) announces 
the selling of used surplus items consisting of 
Computers, Printers, Office Equipment arid 
Office Furniture. 

Interested buyers and kindly requested to call at 
the Purchase & Transportation Unit of ESCWA 
(room 302), located in Shmeisani. Abdel Hamid 
Sharaf Street, by not later than the closing of 
business (2 p.m.) on Thursday, 13 November 
1997, to obtain the Sale Bid documents and the 
list if Items available for sale and to arrange for 
the inspection of the items at ESCWA Central 
Stores. The deadline for submission of offers 
shall be Wednesday, 19 November 1997, 12:00 
hours noon. 


2 Furnished apartments located at 3rd 
circle Jabai Amman. 

A - With garden, 1-2 bedrooms. 

B - 2nd floor, 2 bedrooms + maid’s room 
both apartments have (fining room, sitting 
room, dosed-in-veranda. bathroom, Tel., 
independent C.H. & satellite, 
v Fwtntere^ ^parttes^hi0f»^641 34fl.;T 
! 9:00 -11 :(X) B:m. 2kK) -. > 5:0Q p:m. — - !l I 


Duty unpaid, Mercedes 200, 
white, 1 988 model, full options, 
perfect condition, for JD4.850. 
Call: H^di 

5538911, 5528912 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) — 

864214 (after 4 p.m., Fridays, Saturdays A holidays) 
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Israel sets up West Bank army 
outpost, may become settlement 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Israeli defence 
ministry set up a new outpost 
in the West Bank this week 
which Jewish extremists plan 
to turn into a new settlement 
officials said Wednesday. 

A defence ministry state- 
ment said a unit of the army's 
pioneer youth corps, Nahal, 
moved into the new outpost at 
Sansana, on the southern edge 
of the West Bank near 
Hebron, on Tuesday. 

Ori Silverman, chairman of 
the Hebron Mountain regional 
council that oversees settle- 
ment activities in the area, said 
seven mobile homes were set 
up at Sansana. 

“This will eventually be 
turned into a settlement and 
civilians will move in as is true 
with most such army out- 
posts,” he told Agence France 
Presse. 

The defence ministry, which 
must approve all settlement 
activity in die occupied territo- 


ries, said it had authorised sev- 
eral months ago the establish- 
ment of the Sansana outpost 
for members of Nahal. a 
Hebrew acronym for “fighting 
pioneer youth.” 

‘The Nahal movement is 
continuing to grow and has 
established a new community 
in coordination with the deci- 
sion of the defence minister 
and army chief of staffT read a 
defence ministry statement. 

The ministry refused to 
comment on Mr. Silverman's 
claim that Sansana would be 
turned into a civilian settle- 
ment. 

The creation of the new 
Jewish enclave coincided with 
high-level talks in Washington 
at which Palestinian and 
Israeli officials were dis- 
cussing U.S. and Palestinian 
demands that Israel call a 
“timeout" to settlement 
expansion. 

Palestinians have made a 
halt to all settlement activity as 


one of their principal condi- 
tions for pursuing peace talks. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
refused to halt construction in 
the some 140 existing settle- 
ments, but has so far refrained 
from authorising the creation 
of new Jewish enclaves in the 
West Bank or Gaza Strip. 

But three Palestinian fami- 
lies from the village 
Ramadine next to Sansana 
said dozens of acres of their 
land had already been seized 
by the government in recent 
months to establish a full- 
fledged settlement at the site. 

‘Two months ago a notice 
was put up on our land that it 
was stare property and two 
weeks ago bulldozers came 
and started to clear the land," 
Salim Salman Zagameh, one 
of the owners of the land, told 
Agence France Presse. 

The Palestinians have peti- 
tioned a local court to halt the 
work and have issued a com- 


plaint with the Israeli- 
PaJestinian liaison office in 
Hebron, he. added 
Nahal units were created 
largely to establish kibbutz 
and other settlements in strate- 
gic locations, mostly near the 
borders of Israel. A number of 
the 140 Jewish settlements in 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank 
began as Nahal outposts. 

ferae li - Pal estinian peace 

talks broke down in March 
when Israel began construc- 
tion of a Jewish settlement that 
sparked widespread Arab 
abhorrence on tire hilltop of 
Jabal Abu Ghneim in Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

Palestinians say the expan- 
sion of settlements is designed 
to undermine their goaf in the 
peace talks of creating an 
independent state in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip with 
Arab east Jerusalem as its cap- 
ital. 


Sharon, Israel’s indomitable hawk, 
down but not out over Lebanon row 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Ariel 
Sharon, the bulldozer of the 
Israeli right was down but not 
out Wednesday after a sting- 
ing court ruling that he lied to 
his government while waging 
Israel's disastrous 1982 inva- 
sion of Lebanon. 

“In principle. I still consider 
myself a possible prime min- 
ister,” Mr. Sharon, currently 
Israel's national infrastructure 
minister, declared defiantly in 
an interview published less 
than 24 hours after the court 
ruling on Tuesday. 

In that ruling, a Tel Aviv dis- 
trict judge threw out a libel 
suit by Sharon against the 
Haarerz newspaper over a 
1991 article charging that the 
burly politician, as defence 
minister, lied to his cabinet 
colleagues about Israel's 1982 
invasion of Lebanon. 

Then-Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin declared at 
the time that the invasion was 
to be a limited operation 
against Palestinian guerrillas 
that would not move more 
than 40 kilometers into 
Lebanese territory. 

Israeli troops, however, 
drove all the way to Beirut, 
starting a three-year occupa- 
tion during which more than 
600 Israeli soldiers and thou- 
sands of Palestinians and 
Lebanese were killed. 

Sharon has steadfastly 
claimed that the invasion was 
pursued to Beirut due to 
developments in the field and 
in full consultation with 
Begin. 

But the Haaretz article, 
backed up Tuesday by the 
court said Sharon intended 
from the beginning to occupy 
Beirut and hid this from 
Begin until his troops were 
already in place. 

Sharon denounced the court 
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By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Former outspo- 
ken Deputy Toujan Faisal, 
who Tuesday lost her bid for 
reelection to the 13th 
Parliament Wednesday 
charged that the election 
results were rigged and called 
for their cancellation. 

“I am calling on His 
Majesty King Hussein to can- 
cel the results of parliamen- 
tary polls and to order new 
elections and cancel the vot- 
ing cards system," Ms. Faisal, 
the only woman ever to be 
elected to Jordanian 
Parliament said. 

Ms. Faisal, 48. was address- 
ing a press conference attend- 
ed by local and international 
reporters at her home in west 
Amman several hours after 
her defeat in the polls was 
announced. 

In Tuesday's elections, Ms. 
Faisal lost to former ambas- 
sadur ami voiiht inti •mini ion 


ruling as a “tremendous mis- 
take” and rejected calls he 
resign from die cabinet say- 
ing he would appeal his case 
to the supreme court 

“I have fought in all Israel’s 
wars and today I will fight 
a gains t this slander ... for 20 
years if I must" he said. 

Sharon, a fierce hawk in 
dealing with the Palestinian 
question and a fervent sup- 
porter of Jewish settlements 
in the occupied territories, 
claimed he was a victim of 
political manoeuvring by the 
left and vowed to pursue his 
political career. 

Tuesday’s court decision 
was not the first setback in 
Sharon’s political career. 

In 1983, he was forced to 
resign as defence minister 
after a 1 government enquiry 
held him indirectly responsi- 
ble for the massacre of hun- 
dreds of Palestinian refugees 
in Israeli-occupied Beirut by 
Lebanese-Christian militia- 
men. 

But with his solid support 
among the settlers and a pow- 
erful role in the central com- 
mittee of Israel’s main right- 
wing party, Likud, Sharon 
soon made a comeback. 

He served successively as 
minister of housing, trade and 
industry in Likud-led govern- 
ments of the mid and late 
1980s. 

When the right rerumed to 
power last year, Mr. 
Netanyahu reluctantly gave 
Sharon the specially created 
post of infrastructure minister 
after other Likud heavy- 
weights threatened to boycott 
the government if Sharon was 
excluded from the cabinet. 

This year Sharon sought but 
failed to move into the finance 
ministry when that job 
became temporarily free. But 


Labour threatens boycott 
over Rabin apology 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Labour 
deputies have threatened to 
walk out of a special session 
of parliament next week to 
mark the 1995 murder of 
Yitzhak Rabin unless Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu uses the occasion 
to apologise for his alleged 
role in inciting the assassina- 
tion. 

Mr Netanyahu is sched- 
uled to address the Rabin 
memorial session on Nov. 12, 
the second anniversary of the 
late Labour prime ministers 
assassination according to the 
Jewish calendar. 

Rabin was gunned down on 
Nov. 4. 1995, by a right-wing 
Jewish extremist opposed to 
the government’s policy of 
returning occupied territories 
to the Palestinians. 

The Labour Party asserts 
that Mr. Netanyahu, then 
leader of the opposition, set 
the stage for Rabin's slaying 
by organising virulent anti- 

Mr. Netanyahu did include 
him in the inner security cabi- 
net which handles sensitive 
matters dealing with the 
peace process. 

During the recent crisis with 
Jordan sparked by an Israeli 
bid to murder a senior Hamas 
official in Amman, Sharon 
played the middle man 
between Mr. Netanyahu and 
King Hussein, who refused to 
even accept a phone call from 
the prime minister. 

The Monarch, infuriated at 
Mr. Netanyahu over the assas- 
sination bid, told interviewers 
later that Sharon was the only 


government protests at which 
the prime minister was 
branded a traitor for yielding 
territory to Arabs. 

“Netanyahu should look 
the public in the eye and apol- 
ogise,” Labour leader Ehud 
Barak said. 

The leader of the party’s 
group in parliament, Ranaan 
Cohen, wrote Mr. Netanyahu 
on Tuesday asking him to 
cancel his speech to the 
memorial session if he did 
not intend to apologise. 

Mr. Netanyahu wrote in an 
op-ed piece published 
Tuesday in the Jerusalem 
Post newspaper that there 
was no call for the political 
right to feel any guilt for the 
act of "one despicable indi- 
vidual." 

Labour officials said they 
informed the speaker of par- 
liament Tuesday that they 
could walk out on Mr. 
Netanyahu’s speech unless an 
apology was forthcoming. 

Israeli minister who could be 
trusted to keep his word. 

Mr. Netanyahu was quick to 
defend his minister during the 
latest troubles, declaring 
Wednesday. “I ara with 
Sharon and I want to thank 
him for his contribution to the 
development and security of 
Israel." 

But observers said there 
was little doubt that the prime 
minister secretly welcomed 
the blow to Sharon's political 
standing at a time when key 
figures in Likud are angling to 
find a replacement for Mr. 
Netanyahu. 
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Toujan Faisal blames loss on vote rigging 

Mowla says former deputy attacked all good things in Jordan 


official Nayef Mowla. her 
sole competitor for the Third 
District Circassian seat with 
less than 1,000 votes. 

She won 4.227 votes against 
Mr. Mowla 's 5,213 votes. 

“These figures should tell 
you that there is something 
wrong with the election 
results,” Ms. Faisal said. 

T am not against Mr. 
Mowla, but he is not so well- 
known a public figure as to 
have all these votes,” she 
charged. 

Mowla responds 

Mr. Mowla yesterday 
responded to Ms. Faisal’s 
charges by staling that, 
although she is a public fig- 
ure, "she is known to attack 
everything good in this coun- 
try and its institutions.” 

“Ms. Faisal’s statements 
promote a negative image 
about the country, and shows 
us all as corrupt people, which 
is not the case,” Mr. Mowla 
told the Joidan Times. 

He added: “Ms. Faisal did 
not have a political agenda, 
nor can she boast about any 
achievements in the past four 
whin in Purl ia men t." 


"On the other hand," she 
said, “I had an agenda which 
was known to the people, and 
they derided on this (elec- 
tions.) accordingly.” 

Allegations of fraud 

Ms. Faisal produced docu- 
ments which she alleged were 
forged and promised to pro- 
duce them in court to prove 
irregularities in the voting 
process. 

She claimed that the law 
was not observed and that 
forged document and identifi- 
cation cards without photos 
were used by voters and “in 
other stations some people 
were able to cast their ballots 
only with a birth certificate. 

“I am not going to sit idle by 
over this,” she said. “I am 
going to the United Nations to 
contest the election results 
there,” added Ms. Faisal, who 
was one of 17 women who 
ran for Parliament and Iosl 

Ms. Faisal claimed that she 
was afraid for her safety and 
was planning to call on inter- 
national human rights and 
women’s organisations to pro- 
tect her and her children. She 
did tint sav who and what she 




Toujan 


feared, only pointing out to 
her outspokenness as a possi- 
ble reason for such threats. 

T am not against anyone. 1 
am just calling for real 
democracy with the people’s 
power and fighting corrup- 
tion," she said. “This (loss) is 
my punishment for calling for 
democracy?" she told 
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reporters. 

Also during the press con- 
ference. Ms. Faisal who 
announced that she was plan- 
ning to form a political party, 
said she is writing a book, in 
which she will describe the 
"harassment" she was “sub- 
jected to" before reaching 
Parliament in 1993. 


When tribalism 
takes over urbanism 
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By Yasser Abu Hilaleh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The effect of 
the Islamist boycott of the 
1997 elections was most 
evident in Amman’s Third 
District where voter 
turnout declined from 62 
per cent in 1 993 to 38.2 per 
cent this year. 

For the first time a 
Muslim candidate in this 
district could win with less 
than the votes obtained by 
a defeated Christian candi- 
date. 

But voting was mostly 
politicised in the district. 
Christian winner, incum- 
bent Khalil Haddad in 

could secure 3,134 votes 
almost three times the 
number of votes he got in 
1993. 

Mr. Haddadin says he 
won “with Muslim votes." 

“1 am a candidate of the 
people not of a minority,” 
Mr. Haddadin, a Ba’athist 
says. 

Meanwhile, the National 
Constitutional Party (NCP) 
candidate for the same seat 
could only get 1,276 votes, 
despite his credentials as a 
“defender of Christian 
rights." 

The NCP candidate for 
the Muslim seat in the dis- 
trict did not do any better, 
Mohammad Kheir Keilani 
could only get 770 voles. 

This confirms the incli- 
nation of the 3rd District’s 
voters towards opposition. 

In 1989. the 3rd District 
produced opposition fig- 
ures like Leith Shbeilat, 
Paris Nabulsi, Mansour 
Murad and Fakhri Kawar, 
and the former Prime 


Minister Taher Masri. 

In 1993 Ibrahim Zeid 
Keilani (Islamist), Toujan 
Faisal and Khalil Haddadin 
won in the district Mr. 
Masri later joined the 
opposition and this year's 
boycott call. 

The ultimate battle at the 
district this year was the 
one over the Circassian 
seat. 

Muslim seats were much 
easier. 

Ali Abul Ragheb won 
with 4,315 'votes, Ra’ad 
Bakri was second with 
1.306 votes, Lutfi 
Barghouthi with 1,044 
votes. The Circassian seat 
was won by Nayef Mowla 
with 5,213 and Toujan 
Faisal lost with 4,227. four 
times the figure she got in 
1993. 

Ms. Faisal ‘ accuses the 

‘One-person, 
one-vote 
formula led to 
reemergence of 
old values that 
played a major 
role in this 
year’s 
elections 


government of backing her 
rival and is threatening to 
go to- court. 

There is no doubt that the 
3rd District has been 
effected. like all other dis- 
tricts, by the opposition’s 
cali for boycott. 

That made the tribal pen- 
etration of the cities possi- 
ble where the elections 
where were turned into an 


individualistic, tribal form. 

In the 2nd District for 
example. Sheikh Abdul 
Mune’m Abu Zant won the 
last two elections with the 
highest number of votes. 
This year, Abdul Majid 
Aqtash, an Islamist and 
former member of 
Parliament for the Madaba 
District, could only get 
3,167 votes. 

Candidates are now win- 
ning because of their tribal 
affiliations contrary to past 
occasions when Muslim 
Brotherhood contesters 
won regardless of where 
they came from or what 
tribe they belong to. 

In rhe Second District as 
well. voter turnout 
declined drastically: From 
66 per cent in 1993 to 26.4 
per cent this year. 

In the second largest city. 
Zaiqa, too, the turnout 
dropped from 67 per cent 
in 1993 elections to 29 per 
cent this year. 

Even that turnout was 
only made possible by 
rivalry among the tribes 
over programmes that had 
nothing to do whatsoever 
with democracy and pro- 
grammes. 

An official confirms this 
and says that the higher 
turnout outside the cities is 
due to strong tribal bonds. 

Observers note that while 
the 1989 elections led to a 
relative strengthening of 
civil society organisations 
and to weakening tribal 
and blood bonds, the 1993 
one-person, one- vote for- 
mula led to the re-emer- 
gence of old values that 
played a major role in this 
year’s elections. This, the 
observers say, meant that 
Jordan will enter the 21st 
century with a 1 3th century 
tool, the 13th Parliament. 


Sudanese talks go ahead 
as U.S. imposes embargo 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Peace 
talks between the Khartoum 
regime and southern rebels 
entered their second week in 
Nairobi Wednesday as (he 
United States slapped an eco- 
nomic embargo cm Sudan. 

A White House statement 
said the order freezing 
Sudanese assets in the UiL 
prohibiting U.S. trade with 
Sudan and baiting financial 
transactions would increase 
pressure on Khartoum to 
make a serious effort in the 
talks here. 

Kenyan Foreign Minister 
Kalonzo Musyoka, who is 
mediating, defined "the major 
bone of contention" as the 
separation of state and reli- 
gion and self-determination 
for southern Sudan. The nego- 
tiators, with Foreign Minister 
Ali Osman Mohammad l a ha 
leading the government team 
and the second-in-command 
of the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA), 
Salva Kiir, beading the rebel 
side, are exploring steps to 
end Sudan’s 14-year-old civil 
war. 

The conflict is estimated to 
have cost a million lives in 
Africa’s largest country. 

The rebels, who control 


most of the south after a 10- 
month offensive, are demand- 
ing autonomy for the south- 
erners. who are mostly 
Christian or animisL and an 
end to Islamic Sharia law. 

Rebel sources told Agence 
France Presse that they had 
finished presenting their case, 
and that the government side 
would now present its view. 

The new U.S. sanctions., 
which add to measures that 
restricted U.S. exports and 
visas to Sudanese officials, 
also punish ihe Islamic 
regime of General Omar A1 
Bashir for sponsoring terror- 
ism, a charge Khartoum 
denies. 

In the Sudanese capital. 
Junior Foreign Minister 
Mustafa Osman Ismail 
denounced the U.S. move as 
]*a form of the aggression and 
injustice (he American admin- 
istration practises against 
states which have indepen- 
dent attitudes and are unwill- 
ing to succumb to its tute- 
lage,” state radio reported 

ML Ismail also said it was a 
continuation of “the 
American role in support of 
some neighbouring nations in 
their aggression against 
Sudan.” 


Pensioner jailed three 
months for obsessive 
bird feeding 

WINCHESTER (AFP) — A 
60-year-old woman who 
repeatedly refused judicial 
orders to stop feeding birds 
in her back garden has been 
jailed for three months, sev- 
eral reports said Wednesday. 
Barbara Simpson, who says 
the birds are "her life.” con- 
tinued to put nuts and cheese 
out for the pigeons, crows 
and starlings and meat for 
foxes and badgers despite 
five court appearances. 
Winchester Crown Court 
heard. She was originally 
taken to court after neigh- 
bours complained the food 
for the animals — on which 
Simpson spends S240 a 
week — had rotted, and 
become a public nuisance 
with its odour and tendency 
to attract rats. Defending 
Simpson in court, lawyer 
Purvaise Pun war said his 
client had a compulsion “she 
is quite incapable of master- 
ing. ‘Try as she might she 
can’t bear to see the birds she 
has grown to love over the 
years starve.” 

Squatters now 
live at the town hall 

AMSTERDAM i.AFP) — 
Several dozen squatters 
stunned Amsterdam council- 
lors when they moved into 
the city hall during a council 
meeting on Wednesday. The 
squatters were protesting the 
council’s decision to throw 
them out of a building where 
they have been living since 
1984. They turned up during 
a meeting of the council's 
housing committee and put 
down beds, tables and lamps, 
declaring that “from now on. 
we will live here.” Police did 
not immediately intervene. 

Location of 
Redfbrd'S new 
movie is underwraps 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Robert Redfoni is keeping the 
exact location of his latest 
film. ‘The Horse Whisperer." 
under wraps. Stung by criti- 
cism that he guided too many 
pesky tourists to Montana’s 
best fly-fishing streams in the 
movie "A River Runs 
Through It." Redford has 
taken the precaution of not 
identifying where he shot his 
new movie. The credits for 
"The Horse Whisperer." 
based on the best-selling 
novel, will tell audience mem- 
bers only that the movie was 
filmed “in a river valley near 
Livingston." 

Prince Albert follows 
in mother's footsteps 

NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Prince Albert of Monaco took 
a brief foray into his mother 
Grace Kelly’s line of work 
when he sang a duet with tele- 
vision actress Tyne Daly at a 
benefit here for the Princess 
Grace Foundation. Prince 
Albert and Daly, who starred 
in the popular series "Cagney 
and Lacey.” performed an 
impromptu rendition of ‘True 
Love.” a song Kelly sang with 
co-star Bing Crosby in the 
1956 movie “High Society." 
Prince Albert told die newspa- 
per USA Today that he "got 
caught off guard." “When 1 
asked her to sing for us, she 
grabbed me and said: 'Only if 
you stay here with me.’ Whai 
choice did I have?” 

Spector delivers 
damning verdict 
on Spice Girls’ 
performance 

LONDON (AFP) — Yet 
another verdict has been given 
on the niuscial abilities of 
British pop phenomenon, the 
Spice Girls, this time by leg- 
endary record producer, Phil 
Spector. Specter's remarks 
were made an award ceremo- 
ny here in London following a 
reference to criticism of the 
performances of the five-girl 
British band in the United 
States by Christian funda- 
mentalists. “There is a big dif- 
ference between the Spice 
Girls and a porno movie. A 
porno movie has better 
music.” Spector quipped. 






